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Every time Christmas comes around, I sense something special in the 
air and if there is a word for it, it would be “Love”. More likely than 
not, the feeling of love is rooted in the fact that Christmas is a       
celebration of love – God’s love for His people, that He sent His Son to 
us. "Amazing Love, Amazing Grace : Alive Together With 
Christ" . This is the theme of this edition of Journey and it is based on 
Ephesian 2:4-5. As you read the articles and browse through the    
pictures, I hope you catch glimpses of love. God’s love for His peoples, 
His peoples’ love in return, the church’s love for the community and 
Christians’ love for one another. I hope you catch glimpses of our   
vision “Loving God, Touching Lives”.  
 
God’s amazing love continue to be real from His birth on Christmas to 
our lives today. In this issue, the articles enable us to have windows to 
see God’s amazing love in action.  Michael Ng shares his experiences 
of Wesley Seremban Church and how the church has become a special 
place to him. Michael Goh’s article on PBNS ministry and Rebecca 
Backus’s sharing on Social Concerns ministry show us the love of God 
being channeled by our church to our community. George Emmanual’s 
sharing from Revelation, remind us of our so very important “first love” 
with God.  Through her testimony of God’s love and leading, we are 
introduced to Kiranjit, our new church office staff.  Sia Mooi and family 
had the opportunity to go to Myanmar and her blog article on the trip 
allow us to see God’s amazing love for the people of Myanmar despite 
them having lesser material wealth compared to us. The pictorial on 
the Myanmar Missionary is also a window for us to see that God’s love 
reaches all his peoples. Together with the pictorial of the recent    
Christmas Family Festival, we can see that because we are all part of 
God’s family through His love, we have reason to celebrate His    
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amazing love and amazing grace. 
 
I like to record my thanks to Chow Boi who continue to provide       
mentoring in the editorial works and Sia Mooi who is my “co-editor”. 
Without doubt, the publication and production team together with the 
design & layout team deserve our praise for the hard-work they put in in 
the publication. All the contributors of this edition had given their effort 
and time in writing their articles and I ask you to join me in thanking 
them for their “effort of love”. Blessed Christmas. 

Kah Cheng 

P A G E    4  
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      Pastor’s MessagePastor’s MessagePastor’s Message   
Dear friends,  
 
During the season of Christmas, one of the meaningful moments in 
this season is when carollers bring glad tidings, singing beautiful carols 
in each home they visit. They sing hymns like “Silent night, holy 
night”, “O come, all ye faithful”, or “Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come” that reminds us what the message of Christmas is all about.  
I’m sure that those who graciously opened their homes and invited our 
Church carollers were truly blessed by the singing of the carols. The 
message of Christmas was brought to them with gladness. It’s a     
delight to watch the wonder on our young carollers’ faces as they   
express the joy and hope in singing the carols and worshipping our 
Saviour Lord Jesus Christ.    
 
In the prophet Zephaniah’s day, the people of Judah had become  
complacent in their faith and lifestyle. They were content with the 
status quo and blind to their need for God. Through the prophet 
Zephaniah, God spoke to the people with a word that both pointed to 
them to the seriousness of their sin and offered a message of hope to 
those who would repent and turn to God. 
 

14 Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and 
rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The 
LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back 
your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never 
again will you fear any harm. 16 On that day they will say to 
Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang 
limp. 17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. 
He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his 
love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” 18 “The sorrows for 
the appointed feasts I will remove from you; they are a     
burden and a reproach to you. 19 At that time I will deal with 
all who oppressed you; I will rescue the lame and gather those 
who have been scattered. I will give them praise and honor in 
every land where they were put to shame. 20 At that time I will 
gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you 
honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I 
restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the LORD. 
(Zephaniah 3:14-20) 
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God’s message spoken through the prophet Zephaniah is just as     
applicable and relevant to us today. God is calling us away from being 
“lukewarm” into a place of wholehearted devotion and obedience. He 
promises wisdom and blessing as we surrender ourselves to His will.  
 
When we surrender our lives to God through faith in Jesus Christ, He 
gives us reason to hope and to sing, reason to be glad and to rejoice 
with all our hearts. The reason to sing and worship is because of… 
 
His provision: Jesus took the punishment for our sins and won the  
victory over the enemy, Satan, so that we might live with God      
eternally.  

 
His presence: We have no need to fear because of God constant   
presence and assurance. He is “Immanuel”, which means “God with 
us.” 

 
His power: God is mighty to save; He holds our lives in the palm of his 
hand.   

 
His passion: God takes great delight in us. His love quiets our spirits 
and fills us with praise. He sings with joy over us!  
 
This year, amidst the sights and sounds of Christmas, may we be filled 
with joy as we meditate on the greatness of God. Let our hearts   
overflow with thanksgiving for the gift of life through Jesus Christ. May 
we be led to a place of deeper, more committed service to God,    
bowing before God with humility and with an eagerness to be used for 
His purposes.  
 
This Christmas and throughout the year 2012, let us wonder at the 
beauty of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. Let us unite our voices 
and lives to praise and worship Him. Indeed, Jesus is the reason for 
the season.  
 
We wish each and every one of you a blessed Christmas and a God-led 
New Year.  
 
In His wonderful and enduring love,  
 
Pastor Paul, Gladys, Silas and Lucas   

P A G E    6  
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“...Towards a Life Changing Experience”“...Towards a Life Changing Experience”“...Towards a Life Changing Experience”   

By Michael Goh 

P A G E    7  

 Yes, in the words of the tagline of Persatuan Berdikari    
Seremban Negeri Sembilan (PBSNS), it has been a long arduous    
journey of sweat and tears these past 10 years or more. We have 
come a long way from our humble beginnings since 1998 when the 
Local Church Executive Committee (LCEC), Wesley Methodist Church, 
Seremban, approved the use of its ground floor, 380, Jalan Kenanga 1, 
Bukit Chedang, Seremban, for Pusat Berdikari Seremban, as it was 
then called, to commence operation. We have come a long way since 
then, thanks to our many benefactors, who continued to support us 
despite having not obtained our tax exemption. But that’s a thing of 
the past now – we’ve got our tax exemption, finally. 
 
 2009 was a landmark year for PBSNS, because through      
prudent financial management and good financial foresight, we were 
able to eventually purchase the adjacent double-storey building, 381, 
Jalan Kenanga 1, at a cost of RM140,000 for expansion of our        
activities. With the acquisition of this new building we are now able to 
have sufficient space for an administrative centre, a conference room, 
individual teaching rooms on the top floor, while the ground floor is 
used for straw packing and arts and crafts activities. There’s more 
room now at the ground floor of 380, Jalan Kenanga 1, for its baking 
activities and also for its new venture – Chedang Café, a new activity 
aimed at teaching the trainees how to undertake a small business  
venture. Initially, the café is opened only two days a week because we 
do not want to be too ambitious, giving the trainees space and time to 
get use to the regimen of running a small business. Currently, the café 
is operated under the guidance and supervision of the trainers and 
volunteers. The new building was dedicated by our TRAC President, 
Rev. Dr. Ong Hwai Teck, on 26th September 2010, which also happens 
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to be our church anniversary. Following this the new building was    
officially opened by Y.B. Dato Hajah Zainab bt. Hj. Nasir, State Exco 
member cum chairperson of the Standing Committee for State 
Women, Family and Community Welfare Development on 13th       
September 2011. After the ribbon cutting, Y.B. Dato Hajah Zainab  
unveiled and signed the official opening plaque. Y.B., then, pledged a 
donation of RM2,000 to PBSNS. We are grateful to the State          
government for this gesture. She was taken on a tour of the building 
and she also graciously consented to take a group photo with all the 
trainees after the tour. The day’s celebrations was followed by a  
luncheon for the VIP guests as well as the other invited guests.  
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KrismasKrismasKrismas   

P A G E    9  

Date : 14 December 2011 (Wednesday), Dewan Majlis Perbandaran 
Seremban. 
 
Good evening and welcome to this 2011 Christmas fellowship dinner. 
 
Whichever way we choose to speak of Christmas or convey its      
message through music and song – we cannot but return to the core 
message that Christmas is a celebration of God’s love. That God comes 
not as a political ruler but as a baby born to die in order to embody 
the message as in the scriptures: “God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only son; whomsoever believes in Him shall not   
perished but have eternal live”. 
 
This Christmas dinner fellowship personifies the many years of building 
trust and of working together between the Christians and our        
Government. 
 
Together as churches we live our Christian witness in our beloved   
nation - Malaysia. We stand united. We discern together. We bear one 
another’s burdens. We seek to be bridge builders to all Malaysians 
through the love of our Lord and Saviour. 
 
This Christmas dinner is unprecedented, in that, it fosters relationships 
and mutual understanding between the Churches of different Christian 
traditions in Negeri Sembilan.  
 
It is unprecedented also because it facilitates a stronger relationship 
between the churches and the Government so that together we can 
address ourselves to critical needs where they exist. 
 
I firmly believe in our Prime Minister’s battle cry of `1 Malaysia’. To me 
– We are one humanity. We belong together in the one world. We 
share the same planet. We share the destiny of humanity. Each one of 

Welcome speech by Tan Foong Luen 
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us and every human being, wherever we live, whoever we are,    
whatever faith we have, share the dignity of being created in the    
image of God.  

 
We all have a shared commandment – the ‘love of God’ and the ‘Love 
of the Neighbor’. This is a viable basis in peace building. 
 
All Malaysians of diverse religious faiths must continue to move      
forward together, we must move beyond stereotyping.  
 
We must reclaim the deep truth of faith of each community that the 
love of God and love of neighbor are two faces of the same coin. 
 
Stereotyping, scapegoating and discriminating religious minorities are 
no longer acceptable in modern pluralistic societies.  
 
In Malaysia, the middle path has been our foundation from the very 
start since 1957. It is our way of life. Whether we embrace it or not, 
our    legacy has proven that for our diverse society, we need to have 
the right balance between right principles and right pragmatism. We 
need to be grounded in real situations, not idealism to choose the right 
compromises sometimes, so that we do not compromise the very core 
that keeps our nation intact. 
 
The middle path is the path that favors moving forward. It does not 
mean to be `lalang’ or to shrug off making decisions. Rather, it is 
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making a stand to apply the right principles, in the right capacity and at 
the right time, to create a workable path. It is choosing our shared     
values as our basis, and the spirit of empathy and moderation as our 
practice. 
 
Our programmes and policies must draw strength from shared values 
and traditions. We believe that at heart, all Malaysians want good things 
for themselves and for their brother and sister Malaysians, simply       
because our nation cannot prosper as a whole if some of us are left    
behind. 
 
Malaysia needs to continue to have a mindset paradigm shift to break out 
of its superficial and race-centric cocoon. 
 
We need to change our mindset and way of thinking so that it embraces 
all races, cultures and beliefs. We need to adopt a multi racial outlook 
quickly. To me, the power brokers in the new global arena will be    
knowledge facilitators. The empires of the future will not be built of   
concrete but of the mind. Today’s political and business success is of the 
mindset, not race not ethnicity. 

 
We must remember the hardships our forebears survived to pursue the 
dream of a better life in Malaysia. Their long hours at work to put food 
on the table is the work ethic all Malaysians carry with to his day.  
 
We must instill the confidence to believe that anything and everything is 
possible no matter what the circumstances. 
 

P A G E    1 1  
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Our interconnectedness in an increasing borderless world demands our 
political parties and leaders to develop a global perspective. 
 
Together we will conquer the ignorance, the prejudice and the          
mediocrity. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, as we celebrate Christmas this year, let us 
share the love which we so richly have received through grace in our 
Lord and Saviour. 
 
In our family, let Christmas be a time of close fellowship, giving and   
receiving gifts from one another as signs of our love. 
 
In our neighborhood, let Christmas be a time of opening our homes,  
welcoming friends and extending friendship of goodwill to others. 
 
In our Church, let Christmas be a time of celebration giving thanks to 
God, for blessings of the year for peace and prosperity in our nation, 
and for the loving service of the Churches in our nation to people in 
need.  
 
I believe, when we share in the work of love and work for peace with 

justice, no matter what the reason or season, we shall always have 
Christmas in our hearts. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Allow me on behalf of all Christians in Negeri Sembilan to express our     
heartfelt thanks to YAB and our NS State Government for sponsoring this 
memorable Christmas event. 
 
My special thanks also to my organizing committee Uncle Sam Joseph, Tony 
Wong, Charlie Chin, Julie Wong, the pastoral team, Rev. Christopher Mun, 
Rev. Paul Christie, Rev. Sandi and the rest of our team to put this Christmas 
event together. 
 
Special thanks also to Dr. Yeow for his support and advice. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
        Salam 1 Malaysia 
 
Terima kasih. 
 
TAN FOONG LUEN 
      Chairman 
Organising Committee 

P A G E    1 3  
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      A Special Place  A Special Place  A Special Place     

   In My HeartIn My HeartIn My Heart   
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My association with the Seremban Wesley Methodist Church started 
when I was a student at the Anglo-Chinese Primary/Secondary School. 
  
I remember when I was in Standard 4, I had a very dedicated and 
deeply religious class teacher by the name of Mrs. Tan Cheng 
Wai.  She would tell us bible stories during religious classes using    
pictures and other illustrations and from then onwards I guess some of 
us were mesmerized by the teachings of Christ.  Learning to recite the 
Lord's Prayer by heart was also a result of these religious classes. 
  
For Chapel services, a few of us would be appointed by Mrs. Tan to 
help out by placing hymn books on the pews and collecting them after 
the service.  One of my favourite hymns back then was "This is my 
Father's World.” 

 
Later, when I was in secondary school I joined the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship (MYF) who would meet at the manse which was located in 
front of the Church where the current Terminal One shopping complex 
is.  I remember joining the MYFers as one of the carollers visiting the 
homes of our church members a few days before Christmas. 
  
When I was in upper secondary, I attended Church services           
occasionally.  At that time, I wasn't baptised yet but I attended      
because I wanted to have my own time with God.  The Pastor then 
was the Rev Kjell Knutsen, the last 'Mat Salleh' to serve the Wesley 
Methodist Church in Seremban. 

 
I was also a member of the Methodist Young Adults who would meet 
for bible studies and 'makan' fellowship.  During one of these sessions 

By Michael Ng 
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I remember I did cheekily asked the group why wasn't the bible    
written in alphabetical order so as to make references easier.  I can't 
remember how the group responded but I am sure they were        
flabbergasted. 

On a few occasions I also had fun playing Santa Claus for the kids 
from the Church Sunday School during their Christmas party when 
requested to help out by one of the teachers who was a member of 
the Methodist Young Adults. 

The Seremban Wesley Methodist Church will always have a special 
place in my heart as it was in this Church that I got baptised and had 
my marriage solemnised.  And last year, my little boy was baptised 
too in this Church. 

MICHAEL NG 

P A G E    1 5  
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The church at Ephesus was over forty years old when Christ directed 
John to write this message and sent it to them. Another generation of 
believers had risen who did not have the same fervency of love and 
devotion as those who had first received the Gospel when the church 
was established. 
 
Believers in this church were not deficient in good works. They worked 
hard, persevered, patiently endured hardship, and yet had not become 
weary. They exercised discernment in testing those claiming to be 
apostles but who were not. 
 
It is important for us to understand that Christ, who is the Head of His 
Church, walks among the churches today. (Rev.2:1). With His           
all-penetrating gaze, He sees beyond the surface, beyond the outward 
appearances, to discern the true condition within the churches. 
 
Nothing is hidden from Him. He knows the conditions and problems 
that we face within our churches. He knows the spiritual climate of 
each church. Whether or not the people are strong and fervent in their 
worship; Whether or not the people have a hunger and thirst after 
Him; Whether or not the people are walking in obedience to His Word; 
Whether the people have accepted or are following false teaching or 
doctrine. Christ is aware of the good works done in His Name, as well 
as the apathy, hidden sin and the compromise that is tolerated.  
 
Within the church today, we see the outward appearance of strong, 
healthy, productive congregations. However, when Christ looks upon 
them, He sees these things which are hidden from the natural eye, 
which must be dealt with before the churches are weakened and     
destroyed. 
 
Because of His great love for the church, Christ is revealing our sins 
and weaknesses, and is calling the church to repentance. He is    
bringing us to a position of accountability. He is pruning and cleansing, 
preparing us for His return. (Rev. 3:19) 
 

By George Emmanuel 
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We must hear His voice, respond in obedience, and allow Him to 
cleanse us and bring us to a new position of power. Until this deep 
cleansing occurs we will never see true spiritual growth resulting in a 
new wave and evangelism. 
 
The believers in the church at Ephesus were actively involved in God’s 
work. Outwardly, it undoubtedly appeared to be a thriving church. But, 
something was drastically wrong. In spite of their good works, Christ 
told them that they had left their first love. (Rev.2:4). He did not say 
that they had “forgotten”. It means that they had “forsaken” it. The 
fervency and intensity of their “first” or “bridal” love was no longer 
there. 
 
They had continued with their good works, but the works they did were 
no longer motivated and fueled by their love for Christ. This is one of 
the most serious spiritual problems that we must guard against in our 
churches today. Without love, all our works are worthless, as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal (1Cor 13:1-3). 
 
Christ will accept no substitute for our undivided, fervent, undying love 
for Him. It was a serious matter to Him that the believers had left their 
“first love”. He warned that if they refused to repent and do their first 
works, His judgment would come swiftly upon them, and He would  
remove the church form its position of influence and it would eventually 
cease to exist. This was not an idle threat. (Rev 2:5).  
 
The conditions of the church did not happen overnight. It was a     
gradual process whereby the believers left their “first love”-their “bridal 
love” for Christ. The “first love” to which Christ called the church in 
Ephesus to return to can be compared with the “bridal” love; a        
relationship a bride has with her bridegroom. 
 
In this love relationship, there is a special intimacy that develops     
between the bride and her bridegroom. She longs to know everything 
possible about him and opens her heart to him, revealing her inner 
most secrets and desires. While they are apart from one another, she 
longs for him, and eagerly anticipates when she will be with him once 
again. 
 
It was this same type of pure, fervent, self-seeing, “bridal love” for 

P A G E    1 7  
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Christ, burning within the hearts of the disciples after Pentecost, that 
made them willing to give themselves one hundred percent for the 
cause of Christ. 
 
It was this love that burned up their own selfish desires and        
nominated them to serve Christ with single-hearted, devotion,        
regardless of the cost. It was their undying love for Christ that made 
them willing to lay down their lives-to be imprisoned, to be tortured, to 
be thrown into the lion’s den, to be burned at the stake, to be         
crucified. Their love was the ingredient that released the flow of God’s 
power within them, enabling them to evangelize the world.  
 
It is their type of “first love” or “bridal love” that we must have burning 
within us to enable us to fulfill the purposes of God in these final     
moments of time before Christ’s return. Just as Christ had called the 
church in Ephesus to return to their first love, He is walking among the 
churches today and in calling us to repent and return to our first love. 
 
Is it possible “that we have reached a point in our relationship with the 
Lord where we have left or forsaken our first love? There are six major 
backslidings to watch for in our relationship with the Lord; 
 

1.   Christ is no longer the central focus of our life and our number 
one desire. 

2.   We neglect our relationship with the Lord and spend less and 
less time in prayer, waiting before Him in His presence and     
studying His word. 

3.   We allow things, family, friends, our job and our own selfish     
desires to come between us and our relationship with the 
Lord. 

4.   We are caught in doing work for work’s sake. 
5.   We develop a lax attitude toward sin. 
6.   We do not have a burning passion for the lost. 

 
It was a strong fervent love for Christ within the disciples in the early 
church that motivated and compelled them to share the gospel every 
where they went. 
 
As His bride, we must have such a pure, fervent love for Christ, that 
we will long for and eagerly anticipate the day we will behold His glory 
when He comes to claim us as His own. It will take this type of first 

P A G E    1 8  
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love for Christ to enable us to endure and overcome in these days of 
turmoil and trial before His coming. 
 
Let us take time right now to examine our love relationship with the 
Lord. Are any of these six major signs present, indicating that we have 
forsaken our first love? 
 
This fervent, whole-hearted, first love is required of all those who    
belong to the Lord. Lord Jesus called this the first and great          
commandment. (Matt 22:37-39) without this powerful, ingredient 
within the Church today, there can be no real power-no endurance no 
life. The Church in Ephesus is a solemn reminder of the seriousness of 
Christ’s warning to repent (Rev 2:5). There is no church in Ephesus. It 
lies in ruins.  
 
On this advent-day let us resolve to get back to our first love! Amen! 
 
A blessed Christmas, with a new found first love, to celebrate. 
 

P A G E    1 9  
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      A Visit to the Border of A Visit to the Border of A Visit to the Border of 
MyanmarMyanmarMyanmar   
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On the 24th November 2011, Albert Gan (Missions Chairman of 
Seremban Wesley) led a team of six persons including himself 
across the border of Thailand into Myanmar. It was a walk across 
the border from the town of Mae Sai (Thailand) to the town of 
Tachilek (Myanmar). 
 
We were to visit two orphanages and a Bible school in Myanmar. 
Our first stop was to the Bible college (runned by Pastor Pakim) 
and later to the Four Square Church for service. We were to meet 
the orphans in the church. 
 

 
Crossing the border from Thailand to Myanmar. Entering Myanmar 
is like entering a third world country; totally different from        
Malaysia and Thailand. The streets are dusty and messy. Shops, 
stalls are totally disorganised. People are poorer here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken from Sia Mooi’s blog ‘Thots here n there’  
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Pastor Pakim met us at the hotel. The five of us hopped on the line bus 
(which is like a tuk tuk) while Albert rode on Pastor Pakim's motorbike. 
The ride to the Bible school was bumpy and dusty. We stopped by the 
market (sort of like pasar malam/tani) where bags of clothes and    
blankets were thrown onto the vehicle to be transported along with us to 
the church for the orphans. (These are the clothes and blankets donated 
by our church). 

 
 
 
The Bible school consisted of many buildings which are pretty new.                 
Unfortunately they are not totally completed as some do not have        
windows and the doors are not varnished. At the same time, the process 

P A G E    2 1  
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of building a new block to house the orphans have already started as 
shown in the picture above. 
 
This is one of the older building where cooking is done by the      
students. They use fire wood to cook. There are close to 40 students 
of various ages. 
 

The students receiving new shirts donated by Seremban Wesley.  
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We visited the Four Square Church where the Bible school students and 
the orphans met for service. The students walked to the church (about 
half an hour away) while we went there on the line bus. The orphans 
were transported  there on a truck (where they had to stand).  
We enjoyed a most lively worship. The congregation sang heartily. 
They danced and clapped to the music. A group from SS Methodist was 

there to do word sharing. During altar call, almost everyone went    
forward to be prayed for. 
 
The team from Seremban Wesley gave out shirts and blankets to the 
children. Here is Albert and Kah Cheng with a few of the children. 
 
 
We also visited an orphanage run by Pastor Judah. It is nicknamed 
Mango Tree as there are lots of mango trees around the orphanage. 
Unfortunately on that morning, the orphans have left for school. We 
gave shirts and mattresses to the orphans here. 
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They rear pigs in this 
orphanage. Arthur 
(Pastor  Judah's      
son-in-law) collect 
the dung and turn it 
into gas for use. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here is where the rice is 
stored. They produce their 
own rice in their paddy 
fields. During the harvest 
season, the children will be 
taken to the fields to help 
in harvest. 
 
 

 
 
 
The dormitory. The 
beds are just wooden 
planks with thin     
matt resses.  This    
orphanage is clean 
and well organised. 
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The young man in the blue shirt is the care taker of the Mango Tree 
orphanage. Not much of communication as he couldn't speak     
English. Pastor Judah was not around that morning. Later we met 
him in Deborah's place (which is another Bible school). 
 
 
It was an eye-opening trip for most of us; visiting a third world 
country and seeing for ourselves how different the lifestyle is in 
Myanmar.  
 
 
The orphans and Bible students live very simply. Their enthusiasm 
and heartful worship put me to shame. 
 

It was a good experience and exposure for my children... 
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As Christians, we are called to care for others, irrespective of whether 
they are believers or not and not just during occasions and festivals, 
but always and every moment of our lives. This excerpt comes during 
the Christmas season but is not confined to Christmas Giving but to All 
the Year Round Concerns and Care for the Needy.  This is what the 
Social Concerns Ministry of our church sets out to do with the help of 
the members of the committee and all members of the church, without 
whose support, nothing substantial could be achieved. Above all, we 
continuously pray for God’s wisdom to lead the church in this ministry, 
to TOUCH lives and build a Church WITHOUT WALLS. 
 
We Praise God for: 
1. being able to touch lives through our concern for people during 
 their  times of need, 
2. being able to give a helping hand when people feel hopeless and 
 helpless, 
3. being able to reach out to people when they  look and feel lost 
 and desperate, 
 being a ray of hope through our lives and the work we do, as a 
 church family. 
 

We Thank God for: 
1. the people who come forward to show LOVE and CONCERN to the 
  less fortunate 
2. people with a heart of  gold and desire to continuously GIVE 
3. people who readily RESPOND to our requests for help 
4. people who have the right CONNECTIONS to get help 
5. people who are ready and willing to SERVE 
6. people who give their TIME to those in need 
7. people who have the RESOURCES to help 
8. People who have TALENTS to share 
 

      The Social Concerns Ministry of The Social Concerns Ministry of The Social Concerns Ministry of    
   Wesley Methodist Church SerembanWesley Methodist Church SerembanWesley Methodist Church Seremban   

By R. Rebecca Backus  
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Some Glimpses into the Work of the Social Concerns  
 

Immediate Help given to:  
1.  to emergency cases, eg. Flood victims, deaths, medical        
 treatments needed, abused cases. 
2.  to those stranded – without finances for some basic amenities eg  
 need pertaining to food, clothing and shelter. 
3.  to those undergoing emotional turmoil eg  in depression , 
 showing suicidal  symptoms, undergoing  grief , suffering from 
 loneliness,   disappointment and dejection. 
 
Provision of Financial Aid: 
1.  To single parents, the jobless in between jobs, those neglected 
 etc. 
2.  To subsidize house rentals, utility bills, transport, medical and 
 school payments for the above people. 
3.  Towards “Homes” eg. St. Nicholas Home for the Blind, Victory 
 Reading Room Kajang, Desa Jireh Amal, Malaysian Assoc. For the 
 Blind, Shelter Home, Myanmar Refugees, Slow Learners, etc. 
4.  To students who need tuition, workbooks, bus fare, uniforms/
 shoes, pocket money, etc. 
 

Distribution of Monthly Provisions (Sundry Goods) to: 
1.  Poor families 
2.  The Myanmar Refugees  
3.  The sick that are in need of special items 
 
Making Visitations and to: 
1.  spend time with those in the “Homes”, those housebound in the 
 hospitals etc. 
2.  take those who are housebound  out for a meal, an outing , a 
 shopping trip, to the bank, a visit to a  friend’s place, to the clinic 
 for treatment, etc. 
 

Other Services include: 
1.  helping people to be financially independent by getting them  
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 connected to jobs that suit them. 
2. helping housewives organize themselves in order to earn extra 
 income for the family eg. Cater food to the neighbourhood at a 
 reasonable cost etc. 
3. help other women who need jobs but have no qualifications, to 
 get part-time jobs such as house cleaning etc. and send them for 
 skills training courses. 
 
Long and Short Term Recipients 
1. help is given to those until they are able to look after themselves 
2. help to short term recipients are channelled to other areas eg.   
 Social welfare aid, school children in need of scholarships, and 
 other foundations. 
 
Some Feedback 
1. Some students who were given aid and encouragement have done 
 well are in higher institutions of learning and we Praise God for 
 this. 
2. Children who were sponsored from ‘Homes’ for computer classes 
 at the YWCA, Negeri Sembilan reported and showed much       
 engagement , enjoyment and learning during the sessions – 
 again, we Praise God for this. 
3. Families and individuals have gone ahead on their own after the 
 little help rendered to them when in need. Students have shown 
 their gratitude by writing back thanking us for the encouragement 
 and motivation to them 
4. Homes (for the old and the young) look forward to our visits and 
 the rewards are the happy faces and their warm welcome. 
5. The depressed and marginalised feel much better and confident – 
 they only need a listening ear and a comforting touch. Together 
 with medical help bouts of depression are greatly reduced. 
6. A Thai girl who was cheated and brought over to Malaysia was 
 helped by giving her shelter when she cried for help. She was 
 chased by two men and at the end of the ‘drama’; we managed 
 to put her on the night bus back to Thailand safely. Today she 
 has become a good friend and is seeking to know God. 
7.  A woman hiding from a gang who threatened to harm her and 
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 her mother-in-law crawled into our house one night in search for 
 shelter from some men outside in a waiting car. The men finally 
 left after being unable to find her. We have no idea who and 
 what this was all about but what we know is that we gave her 
 shelter, a hiding place and she was saved from the frightful    
 looking men. Today, she continues to keep in contact and       
 worship in a church regularly. 
 
In conclusion, I wish to thank ALL for their help, care and concern, 
most of all, for God’s providence in enabling us to do this much. We 
hope that more members will come forward as God calls, and help to 
Give, Respond, Connect, Share your Time, Resources & Talents in 
order to make Life worth living for those on the verges between life 
and no life, to make life bearable and to be a Ray of Hope and Light 
for those in need of these, for which we have Plenty of, Amen. 

WMC Social Concerns, MW, and MYF visitation to the Chin 
Myanmar Refugees. 
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KFC treat for the children in Nanthisar Home.. Yum, yum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting Angela Marimuthu at the  Mercy Home, Temiang. 
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Smile.. Children      
enjoying a meal from 
the IJ Sisters home in 
Kg. Pasir. 

 

 

 

 

PBSNS trainees at 
work. Social Conc. 

is in the            
partnership       

programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsoring students for computer 
classes in the YWCA. 
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“Thank God for a Purposeful Life”:“Thank God for a Purposeful Life”:“Thank God for a Purposeful Life”:   
A Testimony by Kiranjit KaurA Testimony by Kiranjit KaurA Testimony by Kiranjit Kaur   
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Born into a Punjabi family of 8 children. I am the youngest and      
father’s favorite. We live in Ampangan, Seremban. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Christian life began in 2006 when my oldest sister persuaded me to 
follow her to church one fine day. I was then seeking the true God and 
yearning to learn the truth about Him. At first I was confused and at a 
crossroad, not knowing if what I am looking for is love, happiness, 
fortune or the eternal truth of a living God. 
 
Thirsting for God’s word, I began my journey visiting churches, asking 
for blessings from preachers and turning to man instead of God for 
comfort and advice. 
 
I was not satisfied with certain teachings, disillusioned by many so 
called “prophets” and over enthusiastic “Counselors” ever ready to 
“Help” with an ulterior motive. Then came the WMC Care Group 

By Kiranjit Kaur 
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Jeremiah and each one in the CG showed genuine love and care. We 
are a family. I turned to Jeremiah 33:3 ‘Call to me and I will answer 
you and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know’. 
 
God will never forget me nor will he leave me, he was with me all the 
way reminding me of his Agape love and the Bible was there to guide 
and teach me. I grew in confidence and trust and today I am         
attending confirmation classes to confirm my faith, believe and     
commitment that I have made. 
 
My husband (Mag) who is also a Christian supports and strengthens 
my spiritual life by reading the word together and we try hard to live a 
“Christian life style amidst non believers in both of our families praying 
to lead them towards our God who is alive. No turning back, No    
turning back. 
 
“Thank you God for everything that you have done in my life,         
especially your love for me. Thank you for this new found happiness 
and thanks for blessing me with good friends, brothers and sisters in 
Christ and most of all for giving me a purposeful life. 
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      Book Review:  Jesus: He lived among us 
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Jesus: He Lived Among Us 

There’s a story behind this little 

book. In 1989 a sea Captain found 

2 copies of this book in the Russian 

language. He smuggled one to a 

sailor on board a Russian boat.  

Andrew read it and the next    

morning he appeared with face 

shining. He said just two words, “I believe!” Since then Captain 

Warmolt Houwing has printed and distributed over 20 million 

copies of the book in 27 languages. 

 

Who is this Jesus who lived among us?  We meet Him in the 

beautifully illustrated pages of this book as we travel back in 

time to the turbulent 1st century when God became man and 

lived among us. We experience His ministry, His miracles and 

the impending danger of following Him. This timeless story of 

Jesus’ life, retold in dramatized style, will inspire us to say like 

Andre, “I believe!”   

 

By “The Good Book People” 



 

The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - December 2011 

A page from the book. 
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Wesley Methodist Church Family 
Christmas Festival 

Getting ready to share 
the goodness of thosai  
tissue. 

Church School Children dancing to the jazzy beats of  JOY TO THE 
WORLD  (choreographed  
by Gladys Christine ) 

Enjoying the yummy 
street food 
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(Compiled By Kah Cheng) 
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Almost 400  
church   
members and 
friends     
participated 
in this food 
festival  

Decision by the village 
people to start a new life 
in Christ at the river of 
Myanmar. 

Wonderful performances by the 
church school children , MYFers 
and Jack & Mrs Tan Fu Tee 
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Report  From Myanmar Missionary 

Solomon is the son of Judah, a pastor from the tribe of Akha at the North of 
Thailand/Myanmar. Before my trip to Mae Sai, the Thai town at the border to 
Myanmar, I only heard about him through email that he sent on his family 
(Judah his father and Deborah, his sister) missionary work in Myanmar. In my 
recent trip I had the opportunity to meet him and were encouraged by his love 
for God and his work for the people of Myanmar. The following pictorial are 
excerpt of his report on one of the trip undertaken by the students from the 
Bible School managed by Judah and her daughter Deborah. 

Judah Solomon and family with one of his student (center of photo) 

The bible students had to immerse in prayer and  travel long   
journey to the remote village  of one of the fellow students  where 
they intend to conduct missionary work. 
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Excerpt Taken From Report By Solomon Judah (Compiled By Kah Cheng) 
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People of the remote village of Myanmar 

God’s      
amazing love                      
demonstrated 
to the village 
people through 
healing by the  
prayer and 
laying hands 
by the bible 
students 

Decision by the village 
people to start a new life 
in Christ at the river of 
Myanmar. 
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high profile church that stands 
ready to share the gift of            
salvation to all who passes 
through the church. Our doors are 
open to anyone who is seeking the 
answer to life. Welcome. 

www.wesleysban.org.my 

Our Mission: 

Loving God, Touching Lives 

Wesley Methodist Church stands 
out as a landmark building in 
Seremban. Being strategically   
situated next to the Terminal 1 
Centre which houses the shopping 
complex and bus terminal, we are a 

Our Vision: 

To be a Church without walls 


