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to deny ourselves in  order to come 

after and follow Christ.  

Such a self denial would naturally 

have limits applied. What are the 

bounds placed here to delimit the 

self denial one should be willing to 

endure in order to find Christ and 

thereafter, follow Him? Herein lies 

the crunch of the issue. Jesus does 

not mince his words and there is no 

mistaking what he means. He tells us 

to die to our self. Not only that, to 

tell a person to take up his cross in 

Jesus time, would be the equivalent 

of telling someone today to be will-

ing to be rejected, ridiculed, slan-

dered against by those in authority 

and die a painful, slow, torturous, 

and shameful death for His sake. 

Even worse, to be willing to do so 

on a daily basis. Surely this would 

give any sane person pause for 

thought. Would you be willing to die 

for Christ? Would you give up the 

things that you want to do in order to 

Luke 9:23, “And he said to all, "If 

anyone would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever 

would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake 

will save it.”  

These are hard words to accept if it 

were any ordinary man telling it to 

us. But these are the very words of 

Christ Jesus to his disciples. If we 

are to be His disciples, then it is best 

we also understand the full extent of 

what this means to us and how we 

should be applying this in our lives.  

To begin with, we can probably   

understand what it means for a man 

to "deny himself". But for what   

purpose? Self denial without a     

purpose merely results in pointless 

suffering.  Here Jesus gives the   

purpose within the same sentence as 

"if anyone would come after me" 

and "follow me". Thus we are called 
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E D I T O R I A L  

The theme of this year’s Journey Easter edition is "My Life for Christ", 

based on the bible verse Luke 9:23 - 24: 

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants 

to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 

As I read this verse, I am reminded that my life as Christ’s disciple is indeed a 

daily challenge of taking up the cross and following Christ. In this quest, there 

are “baggages” that we must, so the saying goes, “lose it!”. When we do so in 

letting go the material aspect of our life, we are more prepared to focus     

spiritually and take up the cross.  

As you read the articles in this issue, I hope you catch glimpses of Christ’s 

disciples taking up their crosses. Michael Goh’s article on following the foot-

steps of the Apostles and the book review on the story of Dr. Margaret Brand 

enlightens us on the faithfulness of Christ’s disciples. Nearer home, we again 

are reminded of the faithful act of taking up the cross in the tribute to Mrs. 

Chan Soo, “A Great Woman of God” by Michael Goh and Michael A. 

Kovalan. There are articles on tithing and wealth management by Peter Yew, 

Pastor Ronald and Angeline Jiva Rajoo to challenge us in our reflections and 

practices of giving to God. It was a last minute decision to include the movie 

review on “The Passion of the Christ”. My personal opinion is the movie 

would be a supplement to our 40-day Lent devotional reading, reminding us 

that Jesus, in his human form denied his God-self, took up the cross and chose 

to lose his life to save us.  

I give my thanks to Sia Mooi who is very much my editor as well as my    

“co-editor” in this publication. Without doubt, the publication and production 

team together with the design & layout team deserve our praise again and 

again for the hard-work they put in the publication. All the contributors of this 

edition had given their effort and time in writing their articles and as readers, 

we thank them for their “effort of love”.  

Lim Kah Cheng 

Important Notice: The  opinions  and  views  expressed  by  writers  are  not  necessarily those  of  the  Wesley  Methodist  Church    

   Seremban.  

Website: www.wesleysban.org.my  
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A R T I C L E S  

to come after and follow Jesus, even if it meant a daily life of suffering, pain and self denial? The   

stories of our world are filled with mentions of courage and valor as leaders make a stand against evil 

and injustice and their loyal followers follow them into battle against insurmountable odds in order to 

fight for their freedom and the lives of their loved ones. What is it about such leaders that they are 

able to command such loyalty, devotion and trust for their followers? I believe that it is due to their 

relationship to the leader and how much they believe in the cause they are fighting for. So who is this 

leader that is leading them and what is this cause that they are to give up their lives for? 

To answer this question we must look to verse 20 as it is key to understanding this passage and a 

question that every believer will be confronted with daily: 

"But what about you?" He asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 

Further on, verse 24 holds the causative reason for Christ Jesus to make this call on his disciples lives. 

In short it is for their salvation. Self preservation for the sake of just staying alive will itself not save, 

but giving up ones life for the sake of Jesus Christ on the other hand leads to salvation. 

Jesus, the Christ of God, the Saviour and anointed one of God demands our utmost loyalty in coming 

to him and following him in a battle for our life and freedom from sin that will require our very lives. 

In return he promises us our life and salvation. Our willingness to come after him, deny ourselves, 

pick up the cross daily and follow him largely depends on our relationship of trust with Him and 

whether we believe in His cause, that he can save us when we give him our lives.  

The journey as a disciple begins and daily continues with the answering of the question posed by Je-

sus, "But what about you, who do you say I am?" This is followed by answering by Jesus' call and in-

vitation to come, deny yourself, pick up the cross daily and follow Him. May you know him and heed 

well his daily call. Blessed Easter to you. 

 

Pastor Ronald Yap 
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by Peter Yew 

A R T I C L E S  

 

Tithing is a biblical commandment to the church. It was first pronounced in the Old Testament book of       

Leviticus 27:30 (ESV) which states:“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the 

trees, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord.” And again in Numbers 18:26 (ESV) God spoke to Moses thus: 

“Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, ‘When you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have 

given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present a contribution from it to the Lord, a tithe of the 

tithe.” 

Tithing was also referenced in Deuteronomy 14:24 and 2 Chronicles 31:5. The minor prophet Malachi is widely 

quoted on the subject of tithing. In Malachi 3:8-12, "Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 

‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 

me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not de-

stroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all na-

tions will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts." 

Biblical scholars interpret this not as a reprimand against those who fail to tithe, but on the priests who oversee 

the distribution of the tithe. For they took more than their shares or took the best portions for themselves. 

Tithing was a commandment even to the New Testament churches. Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians in        

1 Corinthians 16:1–2 (ESV): “Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Gala-

tia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, 

as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.” 

As to the attitude towards tithing, the New Testament guided us as follows: In James 1:5 (ESV) “If any of you 

lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” In 2 

Corinthians 9:7 (ESV) “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

Many churches have made it a practice to encourage worshippers to set aside 10% of their regular income for 

the work of the church. Although this is indicative many choose to give more when they felt that it goes       to-

wards doing greater good for the work of God’s Kingdom on earth than if they were held back as private    sav-

ings. Others may choose to give less due to personal circumstances. The Bible did not compel followers of Je-

sus Christ to give on a set formula but rather on a set heart, to give unto the Lord freely and willingly as He did 

freely and willingly gave of His life for our salvation. Therefore no tithing is too much, in fact nothing we own 

is enough to repay for the eternal life given to us through the sacrifice of our Lord on the cross. 

WHY DO WE TITHE? 
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Mark 8:36-37 puts it into context our priorities: “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and for-

feit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?”. Matthew 6:24 says it even more directly. “No 

one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

The Bible made tithing an obligation, not an option. The church of Jesus Christ survived on the generosities of 

her believers. We are all familiar with the parable of the widow’s mites in Luke 21:1-4. “Jesus looked up and 

saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 

And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of 

their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” 

So why do we tithe? Let me give several reasons: 

1. We tithe out of thanksgiving for the years God has blessed us and our families and for the faith that He 

will continue to bless us. 

2. We believe that money is to be used for the greater good for God than for man. 

3. We see and feel the injustice around us and decide that what we give better serve to level the playing 

field and provide justice and human rights to those who are hungry or persecuted. 

4. We realize that the church cannot be an effective witness and voice unless she is able to carry out the 

work of the Great Commission which is to spread the Good News to the unreached people and we need to 

support mission works more than ever. 

5. We want to glorify the Name of our Lord Jesus because through Him we received new life and a life 

victorious. Our tithes will serve to extend His kingdom by supporting those called to serve in many fields to 

make the world aware that God loves them. 

Let us make tithing a commitment. It is a covenant we have made when we took up the cross to walk with 

Christ and when we became members of this church. All that we have belong to Him and when we leave this 

earth they shall all be returned. It cannot be that we take what is good for us but hold back what is due to our 

Lord. 

A R T I C L E S  



PAGE 6 

   
by Pastor Ronald Yap 

A R T I C L E S  

Editor’s note: The following question and answer by Pastor Ronald is enlightening in the topic of 

giving 10% quantum to God 

Question : By the way, I just wondered, the 10% of your salary for pledge, must I really contribute 

10% exactly? 

Answer : In answer to your question about the 10% which is the tithe. There is no biblical require-

ment that holds you to the 10% of your salary (or gross income).  The tithes were applied in the Old 

Testament and in particular to the Jews.  In fact there were three (3) tithes the Jew was to pay 

amounting to about 20-30% of everything that they received (gross) and this did not include the of-

ferings which were over and above the tithes (see Number 18:21,24; Deuteronomy 14:22-27; Deu-

teronomy 14:28-29 and Malachi 3:9).   

As we are neither Jews, nor bound to tithing Laws of the Old Testament, we should instead consider 

the following points made by Jesus and the Apostles that now apply to all Christians: 

a)  Jesus commends the poor widow in Luke 21:2-3 for putting in "all that she had to live on". 

Note that she had two copper coins and could have kept one for herself and given the other. 

Yet she gave all that she had to live on. The poor widow's circumstances have a bearing on 

this as her economic situation is compounded being a woman, a widow and poor as well.  So 

God commends those that give sacrificially.   

b)  Jesus wanted us to be generous givers because the giver is more blessed than the one who 

receives it Acts 20:35. In Luke 6:38 Jesus says, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

c)  God cares less about how much you give as He does about your attitude of giving.  Let your 

conscience guide your giving, or as Paul says, “Each man should give what he has decided 

in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver”     (2 Corinthian 9:6-8).  

d)  Some people who have more could probably give more but those who have less, should give 

as they are able to.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8:2 that it is acceptable to give “as you are 

able" and even "beyond their ability".  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 10% 
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by Angeline Rajoo Jiva 

This article is a mix of sorts – it comprises part of an article I read interspersed with general public and 

individual opinion. The article I read reported statistics from the Hurun Report, revealing 1,435 of the   

richest people around the world owned US 1 billion ( RM 3.1 billion), as of January 2013. Even though the 

US holds a number 1 position as the country with the most billionaires (409 in total), Asia has the most        

billionaires compared to any other continent, continent-wise. So much for statistics on wealthy people and 

global locations. 

Given a choice, the author of the article asks the question, ‘ how rich do we want to  be ?’.  Then the author 

cites a classic example of a man who earned RM500 a month. This man pledged to donate 10 % of his    

income to charity and for years, he did so.  However there came a time when his salary rose to RM 8000 

and he found parting monthly with RM800 became a struggle for him. He then went to his spiritual mentor 

for advice and in return received the perfect solution. 

I am going to quote the spiritual advisor, as my summary would not capture the essence of the message: 

‘All these years you have always asked me to pray for you to do well and earn lots of money.  From today I 

am going to pray that your salary goes down to the level where you will not struggle to part with 10% of 

your money.’ 

This message is about how much harder it is to give when one has more, as opposed to giving when one 

has less. This may not be completely true as it is documented that some of the richest people are as        

generous in their giving as to their receiving. Those believed to fall within this category include Warren 

Buffet, Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg- these are people who have consistently donated huge sums to 

charity. Many secular books too, attest to the fact that those who are successful in life are those who are 

positive minded and those who give generously to the needy. 

In the same vein, a rich man commented about his ‘poor’ friend. He said, ‘ X is poor because he keeps    

giving. He will never be rich.’ I also know people who are rich, stingy and unhappy. It is unlikely for such 

people to have friends, or if they do, their friends would be like-minded. I know of another friend of mine 

who was pregnant, had financial constraints and the roof of their house was leaking. Her well to do uncle 

was visiting and as she was about to ask for a soft loan when he quickly stopped her short, with the        

suggestion to take a loan from the bank. He seemed to have the idea that since he had it hard, so too must 

everybody else.  Two days later, my friend’s husband received a cheque for RM10,000 as commission for 

work done and this came in timely for the roof repairs, which came to almost RM10,000. Their son was 

A R T I C L E S  

SOME THOUGHTS ON WEALTH, KEEPING WEALTH, AND GIVING WEALTH 
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A R T I C L E S  

 

 

born 5 days after that, into a home that had a secure roof and was filled with warmth and blessings. Now, 

isn’t that wealth? 

Giving is good but it should not cause dependence on the part of the receiver, or worse, continued           

expectations by the receiver, without having to work for it. All able bodied people should work hard to reap 

the benefits of the harvest. Then, one can decide how much and where to give. One should also refrain 

from being envious or discontented, in comparing oneself with others who have more wealth. Some people 

are born rich due to being heirs to monies left behind by their rich parents.  This is a blessing to them but 

what is important is managing the funds well. Some are richer because they worked that much harder and 

for others, the opportunities, help and wise investments brought them wealth. Whatever the case may be, 

we should never compare ourselves with others and become discontent. We should instead work hard and 

help others where we can. To me, this is wealth- to have and to share 

I know a man who wins fantastic prizes during golf tournaments. 8 out of 10 times (or thereabouts), he 

wins items that I wished I could have. 8 out of those 10 times, he gives these prize gifts away. To me, I 

think this guy is truly rich – in being able to free himself from a prized gift and to be able to give it away, 

and that too, freely. Alternatively, he might sell it off for a knock-down price to someone who needs the 

item, to allow the recipient to feel that he has put some money for it. 

I have learnt much and from this gentleman’s example, been blessed, and am I glad that I am married to 

him. I am also glad and blessed to have had great  parents whose generosity was amazing. In our lives, we 

have been richly blessed in ways we could never have imagined. Our blessings, and so I consider our 

wealth came and comes in many ways: Opportunities to travel, happy experiences, meeting of new friends, 

receiving kindness and warmth from many, locally and abroad, promotions at work, the joys of being with 

students and looking at their beaming eyes as they graduate, being able to give a little comfort to            

others. My family and I had a great opportunity to go to Africa, a trip of our life time and it was due to the 

generosity of people who knew that we would not have been able to allocate that kind of money for a    

holiday. These friends told us to do something like that for someone else- to make a difference in         

someone’s life -just the way someone had done for them. This is the crux of my take on wealth – to give, as 

has been given freely to us. These real life narratives and many more have helped me to realize the      

meaning of wealth, keeping and giving some of it away. 

Everyone has commitments and the saying that charity begins at home holds truth. With all that we are    

accountable for, giving is also an important facet of our accountability. Giving freely, cheerfully and     

without any expectations should be something that we do not have to struggle with, within our capacities 

and limitations. Wealth is not confined to dollars and cents but the sense of being happy, content and being 

able to give. Wealth is also to be found in a smile, a kind gesture, warmth in one’s eyes and words spoken 
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in time and place with kindness and the experiences and moments found in true friendships. The list is  

endless and intangible. 

Most of us may not be listed in the Hurun Report because the wealth being referred to is measured in     

tangible terms – money, land, gold and others. There should be a report to list intangible wealth and by this 

I mean all the items and more, listed in the previous paragraph. The only problem would be questions on 

measurement scales. I would like to end with two questions: Would the same people listed in the Hurun 

Report feature in the intangible wealth report?  And what about us- would we feature in the intangible 

wealth report? 

A R T I C L E S  
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by Michael Goh 

A R T I C L E S  

ACTS—Following the footsteps of the Apostles 

This article is inspired by the MSF Thursday Bible Study which some 10 -12 members are currently      

following. We are just into chapter 10 of Acts. So those of you who would like to know more about the 

'acts' of the Apostles, come and follow these group every Thursday. Earlier they had completed the letters 

of Paul to the Corinthian church. This study took about over a year to complete. 

The book of Acts covers a period of some 30 years, from the birth of the church on Pentecost to Paul's im-

prisonment in Rome. It describes the spread of Christianity around the northern Mediterranean – through 

present day Syria, Turkey and Greece, to the heart of the Roman Empire (see map). The 'acts' related are 

mainly those of the apostle Peter and Paul, though the book might well be called 'the acts of the Spirit of 

God'. It is under the direction of the Holy Spirit that the newborn church bursts through the national      

frontiers of Israel to become and international, worldwide movement. 

Acts is the only book of its kind in the New Testament. Like the Old Testament histories, it is more than a 

simple history book. Acts is 'salvation history'. God's purpose to save the world, revealed gradually in the 

Old Testament and fulfilled in Jesus, continues in the mission of the church. 

The present day order of the New Testament books hides the fact that Acts is a sequel to Luke's Gospel – 

book two of a two-part work addressed to an individual. Luke writes for Theophilus, a sophisticated edu-

cated Roman who already knows something about Christianity (see Luke 1:1-4). 

Who wrote it....?      

All the evidence, from earliest times, points to Paul's 'dear friend Luke, 'the doctor'. Luke is the only non-

Jewish (Gentile) writer in the New Testament. He may have come from Antioch, or Philippi. Although 

there have been new facts about his life, his writings prove him to be a skilful writer and a generally reli-

able historian. We know, from the way he changes from 'they' to 'we' in Acts (16:10; 20:5; 27:1), that he 

witnessed many of the events he describes with such dramatic detail. 

He was with Paul at Philippi. He made the fateful journey with him to Jerusalem, stuck by him during a 

two-year detention at Caesarea, and shared the voyage and shipwreck on the way to Rome. Luke had plenty 

of opportunity to obtain his other information first-hand – from Paul and Barnabas and others in the church 

at Antioch; from James, the Lord's brother, among others at Jerusalem; and from Philip and his daughters 

at Caesarea. And we know from Luke 1:1-4 just how concerned he was to get at the facts. 
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Why...? 

In the preface to his Gospel Luke tells us that having gone carefully over the whole story, he decided to 

write an ordered account for Theophilus, 'so that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching 

is that you have received'. His earlier work dealt with all that Jesus 'began to do and teach', from the begin-

ning to the day he 'was taken up to heaven'. In Acts he tells how the salvation Jesus claimed to bring works 

out in reality, for Gentiles as well as Jews. Opposition cannot stifle it. In every place new groups spring up 

and continue to meet together. 

As Luke describes all this, he takes pains to show that, although the new teaching often led to disturbances, 

the Roman authorities themselves cleared Christians of the charges brought against them. 

When...? 

Paul has been in prison in Rome for two years at the end of Acts. The book ends on an optimistic note, 

though without prospect of Paul's release. There is no hint of his death (probably between AD 64-65), of 

Emperor Nero's persecutions (of the Christians), or the Jewish Revolt (AD 66-70). The most likely date 

would therefore seem to be about AD 63, though a later date is possible. 

Finally, when we read Acts, we may be quite sure that no historian ever had better resources or used those 

resources more accurately than Luke. Shalom. 

(Extracted from The New Lion Handbook to The Bible – Third Edition – Pat & David Alexander, Editor)   

A R T I C L E S  
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by Michael  Goh 

A R T I C L E S  

On the 1/3/2013, I was informed that she had passed away. The  person I am writing about is none 

other than the late Mrs. Chan Soo (nee Chee Nyet Kwi), PJK. She was 92. Prior to her passing 

away, she had been in a retirement home for some time.  During her lifetime, she had been a  

prominent figure in the life of the school (A.C.S. Primary, Seremban) where she had taught from 

the  beginning of her teaching career until her retirement in 1976, and to the service of women in 

her home church the Wesley Methodist Church Seremban, and also to the society at large for which 

she was awarded the Pingat Jaksa Kebaktian (PJK) by the then Yang DiPertuan Besar of Negeri 

Sembilan, DYMM Tuanku Munawir in 1964/65.   

From all these achievements, we can see that she was no mean person. She is survived by her 5 

children, 3 daughters and 2 sons, and 12 grandchildren. In the words of the officiating minister, the 

Rev. Lau Toong Hoong, during her home-going service on Sunday 3rd. March 2013, she gave 50 

years of her life to  educating children and to the service of women.  

She was what we Chinese would call a 'LOOI KEONG YAN' – in other words - a 'Woman of      

Substance'. 

THE PASSING OF A GREAT WOMAN OF GOD 
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by Michael A. Kovalan 

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. CHAN SOO (MDM. CHEE NGET KWI) 

If you ask any old student of Mdm. Chee Nyet Kwi, (who was well known to us as Mrs. Chan Soo) 

they will be able to tell you at least one unforgettable story. To leave such an impression in the minds 

of her students, she must have done something ‘right’. There are many adjectives that her students 

used to describe who and what she was to them. The most outstanding ones would be that she was 

loving, caring, showed deep concern and very energetic. This was reflected in both her life style, 

work and social activities.  

Mrs. Chan Soo studied at the Anglo-Chinese School, Seremban and after passing her Cambridge 

School Certificate (Form 5 today), she became a teacher in her alma mater. I believe she was proud to 

be part of the school that educated and brought her up. The school not only provided her an             

opportunity to increase in ‘knowledge, stature and in favour with God and man’ but also helped her in 

instilling good values for her future life. This could be seen in her work, social  activities and the way 

she brought up her family.  

During her school days she was active in the Methodist Epworth League (before the 2nd World War). 

Today it is known as The Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF). In 1939 she led a delegation of 42 to 

the First KL District Epworth League Institute (Camp) where the Leaguers won many certificates and 

awards. Besides that they also learned and increased their faith. What she learned at these camps and 

the regular church related meetings helped her increase her faith and dedicate her life to her Lord    

Jesus Christ. 

Mrs. Chan Soo became a full member of Wesley Church, Seremban in 1965 and was a very active 

member of our church for a long time. In Wesley Church, Seremban she was very involved with the 

women through the Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS), which later came to be called 

“The Methodist Women”. She held many positions both at the local and national level. Mrs. Chan 

Soo was also active in the Local Church Executive Committee (LCEC) and was once its Chairman. 

She also headed many Local Church Committees and made sure that things planned were completed. 

She loved her God and her church very much.   

A person with so much dedication, sincerity, loyalty and spirit is difficult to forget. Only the faith that 

she found in the Epworth League and the Lord Jesus Christ could have helped her perform such a 

wonderful impression in the lives so many. Mrs. Chan Soo went to her Lord and Master on 1 March, 

2013, at the wonderful age of 92.  

A R T I C L E S  
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by The Good Book People 

A R T I C L E S  

BOOK REVIEW: “VISION FOR GOD—THE STORY OF DR. MARGERET BRAND” 

Since that happened to be the one area where she felt ‘woefully inadequate’ to help, she urged them to 

look for somebody else.  Her letter was met with a short reply “You will learn. Please start on      

Monday.”!  

Thus began her work in eye diseases, which saw her becoming one of the foremost authorities in the 

field of ocular leprosy.  But lest you think this book is all about hospitals and diseases, let me assure 

you that it is not! It’s about touching and transforming hopeless lives, it’s about family, raising 6 

lively children in India who got into one scrape after another [ one of them learnt the painful way 

never to pat a leopard !], it’s about Margaret’s unshakable faith in God, all told with much insight,   

humour and humility. Like the time she and her husband were presented to Queen Elizabeth 11 who 

was visiting India. In a borrowed evening dress and shoes, she stumbled and grabbed the Queen’s 

hand to haul herself up!  

This is a great book about a great woman who reluctantly agreed to her story being told. Looking back 

she says humbly, “It is the grace of God, which is available to everyone that has enabled me to       

accomplish what I have done and His grace that has overruled many of my foolish mistakes.”  

Vision for God 

Author: Dr. Margaret E. Brand & Dr. James L. Jost 

This is the amazing story of Dr Margaret Brand who    

together with her equally remarkable husband Dr Paul 

Brand went to India as missionary doctors. She grew up in 

South Africa,    studied in England where she trained as a 

medical doctor, and became a pioneer in the field of      

leprosy ophthalmology in India. Her career was launched 

in a most unexpected way. Expecting her 3rd child, she 

was on a well earned rest when the Eye Department of 

Vellore Medical College asked her for assistance.  
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   MOVIE INTRODUCTION—THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 

 A 2004  American drama movie directed by Mel Gibson and starring Jim Caviezel 

as Jesus Christ. 

In this Easter season, have you ever wondered what would be a good movie to watch? If you are 

considering going to a video shop to purchase a DVD /BluRay, then you can give this movie a 

thought. 

When it was released in 2004, the government censors initially banned it completely, but after Chris-

tian leaders protested, the restriction was lifted, but only for Christian audience only. 

The movie depicts the final 12 hours of Jesus' life largely according to the New Testament Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The movie begins with the Agony in the Garden and ends with a brief 

depiction of his resurrection. Flashbacks of Jesus as a child and as a young man with his mother, giv-

ing the Sermon on the Mount, teaching the Twelve Apostles, and at the Last Supper are some of the 

images depicted. The dialogue is entirely in reconstructed Aramaic and Latin . 

Nominated for 3 Oscar Awards (but did not win any of them), the film has been viewed as a highly 

controversial movie and received mixed reviews. The extreme violence in the movie can be disturbing 

but serves as a good reminder of Christ suffering for us. The term “the Passion” is Christian  

theological term used for the events and suffering 

(physical, spiritual, and mental) of Jesus in the hours 

before and including his trial and execution by 

crucifixion. Derived from the Greek verb πάσχω 

(paschō), to suffer, we can see the word in Matthew 

17:12: “But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they 

did not recognize him, but have done to him everything 

they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to 

suffer at their hands.” 

So if you are considering a movie to remind you of 

Christ’s passion for you this Easter; this movie may be an 

option. 

A R T I C L E S  
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P I C T O R I A L  

The Boy Choir from Church School 

Rev Ong Kwai Teck delivering the message 
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P I C T O R I A L  

 
      

The Dedication & Opening 
Ceremony of PD Methodist 

Training Centre 
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N O T E S  



Wes l e y  Me t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  S e r emb a n 

Sanctuary: 

Jalan Lintang, 70000 Seremban 

(Opposite Terminal One Shopping Complex) 

 

Office: 

380, Jalan Kenanga 1, 

Taman Bukit Chedang, 70300 Seremban. 

Website 

www.wesleysban.org.my 

 

E-mail: wmcsbn@gmail.com 

 

Phone: (06) 7674 323 

 

Fax: (06) 7622 870 

 

Our Vision: To be a church without walls... 

Our Misson: Loving God, Touching Lives ... 

Wesley Methodist Church stands out as a landmark building in Seremban. Being strategically situated 

next to the Terminal 1 Centre, which houses the shopping complex and bus terminal, we are a high 

profile church that stands ready to share the gift of salvation to all who passes through the church.  

Our doors are open to anyone who is seeking the answer to life.  

Welcome. 
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