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In the forward planning for 2011 during 3rd – 5th December 2010, the 
LCEC members used a SWOT (Strength-Weakness-Opportunity-Threat) 
grid to identify options to advance our Wesley Methodist Church Ser-
emban mission of ‘Loving God, Touching Lives’, paying particular at-
tention to ‘mission in action’. 
 
One way to look at ‘Loving God’ is to develop a close relationship with 
Him through daily bible studies and devotional reading, while our   
temperament, personal behaviour and actions towards others        
consistently reflect the discipline and demand of the Christian values.  
Then ‘Touching Lives’ is where the learning and ‘theory’ are put into 
practice, especially making a difference to the community and society.  
A tough call indeed, and it is a journey of a lifetime for many of us. 
 
Many of the articles in the Journey fall neatly into these two categories 
of Loving God and Touching Lives, or a mixture of both.  This issue is 
no exception. 
 
On ‘Loving God’ Pastor Paul leads with his Christmas message of ‘the 
wondrous gift’, Anne Cherian celebrates the birth of THE Child with a 
poem, Dr Lim reports on the Spiritual Renewal meeting, Hanyun  
grows to know God more during her MYF years,  George   Emmanuel 
explores who we Christians are and what we are ‘made of’, and Mong 
Yoon Weng expresses concerns on where are the new pastors to come 
from. 
 
On ‘Touching Lives’, Linda Toh shares about the Christmas gifts from 
the heart, Julie Cheah reveals more of Lincoln Nadarajah in an       
interview session, Peter Yew reviews the outstanding year of PBSNS, 
Michael Goh updates the  encouraging progress on the mission in 
Tachileik and the orphanage there, the extract of the Big Lobak from 
Ting Sia Mooi’s blog shows Christian life and activities can be both 
meaningful and fun, and WMCS joined millions of others to address 
global poverty in Micah 2010 
 
Enjoy the reading.  Have a blessed Christmas and peaceful 2011. 
ChowBoi           
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  Pastor’s MessagePastor’s MessagePastor’s Message   
 Christmas is a time of giving and receiving in love. We love 
because God first loved us. Receiving with gratitude God’s gifts and 
gifts from others brings Christmas joy and blessing to the giver. We 
give because God gives us life and love in Jesus Christ. Giving as God 
gives, freely, thoughtfully, and with love, is also a Christmas blessing. 
God gives not all the things we want, but what we most truly need.   
 
 I came across a true story about a woman named Datha. Life 
was very tough for her and her family. At age 39, she had a heart  
attack and bypass surgery and learned that she had coronary artery 
disease. A year later, her 15-year old daughter Heather became    par-
alyzed as the result of a car accident. Datha quit her job to take care 
of Heather, and the bills started piling up. Soon they would be facing 
eviction. Datha was so angry and confused with her situation.   
 
 Then came Christmas Eve 2004. A lady knocked on Datha’s 
door. She wished her, “Merry Christmas,” and gave her an envelope, 
and left. Inside was a gift that would cover Datha’s housing needs for 
the following year. The attached note read, “Please accept this gift in 
honour of the One whose birthday we celebrate on this holy night…” 
Datha came to believe in Jesus Christ who understood her troubles, 
brought her hope and met her needs through others.   
 
 Advent and Christmas will have a deeper meaning if we give 
and share our resources with those whose need is greater than ours. 
But, the best Christmas gift to humankind is the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
yet, many still do not know Him.  
 
 In the words of Philip Brooks in “O Little Town of Bethlehem,”  

How silently, how silently,  
The wondrous gift is given;  

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessing of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming,  
But in this world of sin,  

Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in.  
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Jesus is the wondrous gift given to us because…  
 
1. He is the Saviour of the world. By His death, He bore the sins of the 
world. John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to     
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” 
 
2. He is our “Good Shepherd” who leads and protects His Father's 
flock, the Church. Micah 5:4-5a says, “He will stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will 
reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace…”    
 
3. He is our King! The apostle John saw the vision of Jesus Christ in 
heaven and wrote this in Revelation 19:16 that Jesus is, “King of kings 
and Lord of lords”. Unlike other kings, Jesus will eventually reign not 
just over a nation but over all the earth.  And, His Kingdom will last 
forever.  
 
4. He is our greatest Hope. The Apostle Paul quoted from the     
prophecy of Isaiah and said in Romans 15:12, “The Root of Jesse will 
spring up, One who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will 
hope in Him”.  
 
5. He is the Light of the World. Jesus affirmed His identity when He 
said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 
The wondrous gift on Christmas is Jesus Christ. Only He is the Saviour 
of the World, the Good Shepherd, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
He is the Hope that we can cling on, and He is the Light of the World. 
Jesus is our everything and our all. He is why we celebrate Christmas.  
 
This Christmas, would you receive and also give to others the best gift 
of all?  
 
Can you make Jesus Christ known as the best gift to others?  
    
How can you and I do this? 

P A G E    5  
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Let us be cleansed of our sins by Jesus, the Saviour of the World.  
Let us be assured and comforted by the Good Shepherd’s presence.  
Let us worship the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
Let us live each day with Hope in Jesus.  
Let us follow and be led only by Christ’s Light.  
Let us celebrate the wondrous gift given, Jesus Christ.   
 
“O come to us, abide with us our Lord Emmanuel!”  
 
We wish you a blessed Christmas and a meaningful New Year.   
 
In His wondrous love,  
Pastor Paul, Gladys, Silas and Lucas  
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By Anne Cherian 

P A G E    7  

It was a cold and frosty night 
Shepherds and sheep were huddled tight, 
When all of a sudden, an angel appeared 

To the poor shepherds who were greatly afraid. 
Said he, “Fear not, for I have been sent 

To tell you all, of God’s good intent.” 
And – the Saviour of all, the King of kings 

Was born that night 
As a helpless human frail and light. 

Why did this happen, why this birth? 
You see, His people He’d created so lovingly 

Had forsaken and failed Him miserably. 
Man had become proud and vain 

His very nature that of Cain. 
He was evil, he killed and lied 

And his love for his Creator died. 
He worshipped stone and wood and metal 

But of his God, he thought so little. 
God looked down, His heart was broken 
At deeds of hate and foulness spoken. 
What could He do to make them see 

That He always wanted their God to be? 
Yes, He would send His Son to earth 
As THE BABY born of human birth. 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

The Birth of THE CHILD

 

The Birth of THE CHILD

 

The Birth of THE CHILD   
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But this baby, in the future 
Would grow in wisdom and in stature 

He would do His Father’s bidding 
Always caring, always willing 

Till on the cross He’d choose to be nailed 
So that we from our sins could be saved. 
And to all who confess Him as their God 
He gives eternal life and heavenly abode. 

And that is the real message of Christmas day – 
A Saviour born to show the WAY 
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 Are you having trouble selecting the ideal Christmas gift for 
family and friends? Perhaps there are problems you will encounter, like 
what you should get and then again there is the money constraint. 
May I suggest some gifts that do not need money, gifts that are from 
the heart and meaningful? 
 
 First the gift of visiting. Why not visit a friend or relative that 
you have been meaning to visit for this year but have kept on       
postponing because you did not have time. I remember with regret 
that I have been meaning to visit an old aunty who was ailing but kept 
putting it off. Alas, she passed away before I could make that visit. 
You could also visit your friend who recently lost  her loved one .Your 
friend too would be  ever so pleased to see you. Also on the list old 
folks whose children are away. They would certainly welcome your 
visit and relish the time you spent with them. A meaningful visit dose 
not cost money but has far reaching effects. The nanny who took care 
of my children is a clear example of this. When I visit her, her face 
lights up with joy and when I leave I feel that I have made one person 
happier that day. Or do visit a friend who has been hospitalized and 
recuperating. The patient will surely cherish your visit. Your visit will 
make her feel better faster. There are many who are lonely and    
loneliness can lead to depression. Your visit may thwart all this. 
 
 The next gift is the gift of listening. I am sure you know of a 
friend who is troubled or depressed. Maybe that friend has  a problem 
with her health, or her children are problematic or her husband is   
giving her a hard time. All she needs is for you to lend her your ear. 
Many are fraught with problems and have nowhere to turn too. By 
listening you might have helped her emotionally and sometimes the 
problem is all in the mind and so minor that by talking to you it may 
even disappear and make her happy. Do you recall the phone call from 
a friend who was trying to tell you some of her woes but you brushed 
that friend aside at that time because you were busy? Pick up the 
phone and call her and talk to her Listen to her and make her day. 

By Linda Toh 
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Here again this gift does not cost money and is valuable. 
 
 Another gift that I can think of is the gift of volunteering or 
doing social work. There are orphanages, old folks homes, training 
centers for the disabled, autistic centers just to name a few. These 
places are crying for help. You could go there and help them with your 
expertise and if you feel that you have no expertise, your presence 
there will also be of great help. An extra pair of hands will go a long 
way. You could assist the slower learner   to read and write on a one 
to one basis. Better still just communicate and socialise with them. Or 
you could play card games with the old folks so that their brains will 
be stimulated. Caring for the old folks who have been abandoned 
takes so little effort but has such great impact. The orphans too would 
love have you be with them for an extra hug or pat on the back or just 
enjoy your joyous company. This gift from the heart is priceless and 
much appreciated. 
 
 The final gift one can give must be the gift of forgiveness. This 
one is difficult. Somewhere along in your life, someone had done you 
wrong and you have not forgiven the wrong doer. You keep in it in 
your heart and as days pass by there comes a time when you delete 
that friend from your friendship list and ignore that friend completely. 
This Christmas find it in your heart to forgive and forget. To err is   
human to forgive says the old adage. Make an attempt to meet up 
with that person and start on a fresh clean state. You will be surprised 
how good one will feel after that and how happy the other party will 
feel. And then again this does not cost any money. 
 

 And so this Christmas as you end 2009, why not  give gifts 
from the heart that are priceless, meaningful not only to the receiver 
but to you the giver. End the year with these selfless acts and start the 
year 2010 making many people happy.  Merry Christmas  and a happy 
new year to one and all. 
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Date: 10th to 12th September 2010 
 
Speaker: Pastor Ronnie Teoh 
 
Theme:  An Urgent Mandate : To Share; To Care; To Serve 
 
Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life for his friends. John 15:12-13 
We were fortunate to have Pastor Ronnie Teoh this year to expound 
on Scripture and “pound” the message of evangelism into us. Pastor 
Ronnie Teoh was a pastor to many Baptist and Lutheran churches, 
before becoming an itinerant pastor on “retiring”. He also taught 
methodology of sermon delivery while in Penang. His area of interest 
is also in communication skills in the context of spreading the Good 
News. He has authored two booklets, What is the meaning of Life? 
and Are all religions really the same? These booklets, in English and 
Mandarin, clarify the issues and so are useful evangelism tools       
applicable to seekers and friends. In fact, having read them, I learned 
a thing or two myself. 
 
I also benefited from the three instalments of sermons given by Pastor 
Ronnie. He started with discipleship and community, leading to      
fruit-bearing and finally to the missing attitudes that hamper our    
Mission. Notes with fill-in-the blanks were given during the sermons to 
help our concentration and retention of the message. If you have 
missed his lectures, do approach the 70 or so of our members who 
faithfully attended, for these notes.  
 
Pastor Ronnie has a way of endearing himself to the audience with 
some local humour which softened his no nonsense approach towards 
apathy in evangelism. He also gave us some remarkable success    
stories in saving souls that must surely give us courage to approach 
the hardest non-believers. 

By Dr. Lim Seck Ee 
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Pastor Ronnie was accompanied by his wife, Lily Teoh and they have 
two grown- up sons. Lily now has many more “children” as she runs 
an early education care centre. Listening to her during the parenting 
seminar, one can sense her passion for wholesome, God-centred  fam-
ilies. She is especially keen on early childhood and preteen       up-
bringing and their bonding with their parents. Together with Pastor 
Ronnie, this team is the Malaysian equivalent of James Dobson of 
“focus on the Family” fame.  
 
Lily Teoh was invited by our Methodist Women to give a parenting 
seminar on preteens and early teens on 12/9/10 at 3 pm at the Youth 
centre.  She gave a solid two-hour interactive talk, taking us on a  
journey into the youngsters mind. Only with this understanding of their 
mental, emotional and social viewpoints, can we as parents play our 
role in their lives effectively. For instance, for preteens (8-11), parents 
are to be like teachers to guide them, teaching values and continuing 
to bond with them. In the early teens (12-14), they want more      
independence and parents are to be a friend, resource person and  
advisor. She also reminded us of the five different ways to express 
Love to our children, through our words, our actions, our gifts, our 
touch and our quality time. 
 
We give thanks to Our Lord, that Pastor Ronnie and Lily were able to 
come and bless us with their knowledge and wisdom in matters they 
are so passionate about. The Lord also gave our Pastor Paul and the 
Evangelism committee the foresight to invite this couple early and the 
strength to plan and carry out the whole programme satisfactorily. All 
of us who attended have benefited from the practical advice and   spir-
itual refreshing so necessary in our journey with and towards the Lord. 
Praise the Lord.   
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We are at the part of life that succeeds to childhood, the    
period of existence preceding maturity and age. We are often        
associated with fresh appearances, vigour, and, sometimes, juvenility. 
We fear failure. We loathe criticism and judgement. We are the youth. 

  
Sadly, only a portion of us are seen in MYF or even church. 

Some of us sit in our corners during service going unnoticed, others 
being stretched in serving the Lord, sometimes making it inevitable 
that our hearts forget the reason behind what we do. The world out 
there has definitely changed tremendously compared to the times of 
those who have gone before us. We are demanded of so much, and 
we live to deliver. With all this and the influences of the secular world, 
will we become a generation “who knew neither the Lord nor what he 
had done (Judges 2:10)”?  

 
“A generation that did not know the Lord” were the words that 

have constantly appeared in my head for some time. Will our faith be, 
as Annette Arulrajah termed it in one of her sermons, “second-hand 
faith”? Often, we have neglected an important aspect: the renewing of 
our own spirituality, the refreshing of our own souls, i.e., a revival. 

 
Robert Coleman defines revival as “the awakening or      

quickening of God's people to their true nature and purpose”. What is 
our purpose, you ask? Well, we should thank the church for       en-
lightening us on this. As Pastor has often stressed and reminded us, 
our five purposes in life which we have learnt through the 40 Days of 
Purpose are worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry and evangelism. 
Notice that it moves outwards, with evangelism being the last in line. 
Rick Warren probably saw the need for an inward transformation to 
occur before evangelism follows naturally. Oswald Chambers, the   
author of “My Utmost for His Highest” says in his book: “The source of 
our inspiration in work for God is behind, not before. The tendency 
today is to put the inspiration ahead, to sweep everything in front of 
us and bring it out to our conception of success.” We can exhaust  
ourselves holding evangelistic events, but without conviction, it will be 
in vain.  

By Marian Yap HanYun 



 

The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - December  2010 
P A G E    1 4  

 
A scripture passage that spoke to me was the Valley of the 

Dry Bones (Ezekiel 37). I was fortunate to have the opportunity to  
attend the National Conference - RIUT (Risk It. U-Turn.) organised by 
FES, where Annette gave us an insight on this passage. “God is a God 
of miracles”, and He is able. He will “scrub us clean”, and put in us a 
new spirit. A reading in “My Utmost for His Highest” states: “The   
challenge to the missionary does not come on the line that people are 
difficult to get saved, that backsliders are difficult to reclaim, that there 
is a wedge of callous indifference; but along the line of his own      
personal relationship to Jesus Christ”. Therefore, we should strive to 
know God’s heart beat, and what better way to do this than to “read 
the Bible, pray everyday” (a Sunday School song). I commend the 
church’s initiative in focusing on Bible study for the coming year. It will 
be a good chance for us to strengthen ourselves spiritually and      
develop other spiritual disciplines such as prayer and quiet time.  

 
Fellowship is also an important part in our spiritual lives. I re-

ally thank my mother for always giving me her full support in joining 
the MYF since I was little. The MYF has carried me through my awk-
ward years and helped me grow in various aspects of my life. It     
bewilders me why some stay away from such an environment that I 
would say one should not live without. “Tuition” and other activities 
are answers I often get. The society today has convinced us that   ac-
ademic results and achievements should be our top priority, but “what 
do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own 
soul” (Mark 8:36)? I strongly urge the youth to join the MYF as 
throughout my time here I have found friends, a sanctuary, and most 
importantly, a God who I have come to know and love. 

 
We cannot walk if we cannot even stand. We cannot go if we 

do not get up. When we feel helpless, have we been frantically trying 
to contact God through “knee mail”? Prayer is powerful. The Bible 
says, "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14).Therefore as we venture into a new 
year with the Lord, I invite you to join me in this cry to our Father - 
Revival. 
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 We are at the time of the Bride coming to her perfection. Let 
us remember when God gives a vision or revelation, it is God         
expressing Himself. Remember Lord Jesus is He who was, is and will 
forever be. He remains the same    yesterday, today and forever. What 
God was, He still is. What God did, He still does. We have got to take 
the word from Genesis to Revelation which is the complete expression 
of God. The word on paper is the expression of God – His revelation 
unto the elected. The book of Revelation was a vision that was given 
to John. He was not the author of the Book but the scribe who put it 
down. The Book of Revelation is the complete revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 The word Revelation is very important. It is the keystone to 
the elect Bride for the whole Bride is built upon revelation of God’s 
word for the hour, as found in Matthew 16. The whole corner stone for 
the Bride of Christ is the revelation of the Word - who He is. Not a God 
who was but a God who is - I am that I am. The whole true elected 
Bride of Christ, the seed of God comes forth to manifestation by    rev-
elation of God alone. 
 
 The Book of Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ unfolded,   
revealed all of the mysteries manifested, will give us the elected true 
seed of God’s authority over the devil. For the revelation of God made 
manifest will expose the works of the devil – will show us the tool, the 
instrument whereby we can be an ‘overcomer’ in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 
 To thoroughly understand the fullness of the revelation of Lord 
Jesus Christ as was given to John on the Isle of Patmos, we must 
know our position in God’s plan. We must have the ear to hear the 
message. It’s he that hath an ear, let him hear.  Now not everybody 
can hear. Not everybody can see, but he who is ordained of the Lord 
can hear the word and catch the revelation, can see the manifestation 
and know what’s to happen. Before we can thoroughly understand the 
whole book of Revelation, we have got to know our position.      
Therefore, on this basis we have to answer the question –‘Who we are 

By George Emmanuel 
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and what we are here for? Are we the seed of God or are we the seed 
of the enemy –the devil?’ In this Bride perfection hour we need Godly 
knowledge. We need greater revelation. We need the knowledge of 
God and the Revelation of God to know what we can do and what we 
can’t do. We are in that time of understanding now when God is   
making Himself real to us by the Revelation of His Word. 
 
 We can watch Satan fight world over. He is going to go on a 
rampage. He will go forth with all power for his going to be exposed. 
Satan hates anything and everybody who follows the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit, the direction of the Lord concerning the original sin. Satan 
hates to be exposed when the truth is preached and holiness is      
declared, that’s when the devil flies loose and tries to fight with all fury 
and force. 
 
 The Word of God revealed is not to break people up. It’s to 
build them up in the faith. So remember it’s a two-edged sword when 
it comes. It’s going to cut free all surface flesh. It’s going to shape and 
hone and bring to perfection a nucleus of people who will live by the 
Word, in the example of the Word. The rest will fall by the wayside. 
There are people today who hear a message on tape or read a book or 
a message in print. They hear it or they read it and still they do not 
comprehend what’s happening. We as the Bride must know. We must 
know what’s occurring. If we don’t, we are in darkness. We must   
understand these end time events as they are fulfilled one by one or 
we’ll miss the whole thing. We must believe the Word message of God 
revealed just the way it is without our adding to or taking away. We 
must believe that Word message revealed at the end time or we are 
lost. All that did not head to Noah were lost. God shut the door. It is 
the message of the Lord God made manifest, the revelation of the 
Word, that He is in the Bride - that will bring the Bride to her          
perfection.  
 
 The word of God is seed. In Luke 8:5-11, we’ll find Lord Jesus 
said concerning the parable of the sower of seed - the seed is the 
Word of God.  Therefore if you are of the seed of God, ordained of 
God, you can’t deny the Word of God. If you are of God, ordained to 
life eternal, to the election and foreknowledge, predestination, will of 
God, you cannot deny or disagree with the written Word. If you are of 
the original seed of God, you cannot deny or disagree with the original 
Word. If you’re in the plan of God, as the seed of God, you can’t deny 
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the Word of God. Remember at the beginning, it was the serpent that 
disbelieved God’s Word. He misquoted it to Eve and Adam and it 
brought physical death. The seed of Satan will disbelieve the Word. 
The elected, righteous seed of God cannot deny the Word for they are 
of the Word. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ was the Word of God made flesh. What did 
Lord Jesus come to do? Conquer and destroy the works of the devil 
and to being back the revelation of God back on earth, the perfection 
of God. 
 
 That’s what He came for. 1 John 3:8 
 
 In closing, now there is nothing perfect but the Word. What is 
perfect? The Word. The Word is perfect and the Word was made flesh 
(John 1:14) the earthly strength of God is His word, made flesh in His 
body of believers here our earth. The Body will bring every Word of 
God to pass. It’s God in you, the hope of glory. Amen and amen.  



 

The Journey - Newsletter of  Seremban Wesley - December  2010 

 

  

 

  

 

  Where are the Young Pastors?Where are the Young Pastors?Where are the Young Pastors?   

P A G E    1 8  

Rev Dr. Ezra Kok, Principal of Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, spoke at the 
pulpit of Wesley Methodist Church Seremban on October 3rd as our 
guest speaker. He lamented the lack of response from young people, 
TRAC churches were no exception, joining the Institution for        the-
ological courses preparing themselves as pastors. His concern is both 
relevant and crucial for the future of our English-medium     Methodist 
churches in Malaysia. 
 
A search through the pastoral record of roll of conference members 
spanning some 70 years reveals the astonishing discovery that none of 
their children followed in their fathers’ footsteps! I wish I could be 
proven wrong. 

In all professions we have enough examples of children emulating 
their parents as teachers, lawyers, doctors, accountants and          
entrepreneurs going down the line even as drivers! The phenomenon 
here is mind-boggling. I am conscious that this is more than a        
profession - it is a calling from God to the chosen ones. However, why 
that calling is not extended to pastors’ children will always remain a 
mysterious question. At the TRAC 35th session our Seremban delegates 
could initiate action on an empirical study of the problem. 

 
In the past there is no denial that pastors were unfortunately not well 
treated in terms of emolument and self-respect. A young pastor once 
confessed to me how discouraged he felt when one of his members 
sarcastically commented that Form Five third graders joined Trinity 
College, Singapore to become pastors. His spontaneous response 
showed humility and God’s grace.  He acknowledged that God in his 
wisdom had chosen the ‘stupid’ to teach the ‘wise’ the error of their 
ways.                                                    
 
Another Chinese church pastor was so disillusioned with his calling 
after years of service that he ‘swore’ never to allow his children to join 
the Ministry! 
  

By Mong Yoon Weng 
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Today conditions have changed, there is increasing realization that 
pastors should be better treated and given benefits befit of the calling. 
What is even more satisfying is many have raised their levels of     
attainments. There are now many pastors who hold doctorate degrees 
in their chosen field. 
 
In our Methodist tradition one needs to undergo years of approved 
theological studies to qualify as a pastor in TRAC churches. What is 
frightening is some churches have given a very liberal interpretation to 
the term. Anyone with a rudimentary exposure to the Bible is readily 
classified as a ‘Pastor’ and given the sacrament to baptize others in His 
name. This has led to confusion among Christians. 
 
I hope this article will stimulate serious thinking so that we can take 
the bull by the horns, so to speak. It will be an unthinkable day when 
we have churches but no pastors to lead them! Some say that is not a 
problem in this technological and electronic age.  I should feel sad at 
the state of affairs over this issue but like always I am uplifted by the 
oft quoted phrase – ‘God will provide’. 
 
AMEN 
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                               Blest be the tie that binds; 
                               Our hearts in Christian love; 
                               The fellow-ship of kindred minds; 
                               Is like to that a –bove …. 
 
JULIE:        How  long have you been a Christian? 
  
LINCOLN:  From birth, following my parents who were Methodists. 
 
JULIE:         As a flashback, what was your impression when you 
 attended the first church service? 
 
LINCOLN :  I attended the first service in Wesley Methodist Church in 
 Kuala Lumpur – the façade of the building was itself 
 awe-inspiring.  I enjoyed the Choir renditions the most
 and looked forward to listening to sermons by American,
 British, and local Reverends. 

 
JULIE:        I understand the above is      
       your favourite hymn. What       
       motivated your choice? 
 
LINCOLN:   It first started as my parents’ 
       favourite hymn.  As such, my 
       sisters and I were made to                                                
       memorize the lyrics and                  
       subsequently to present it to 
       visitors and relatives on                        
       festive occasions. 
 
JULIE:        Can you shed some light on 
       the church background in the
       days prior to Independence? 
 
 

By Julie Cheah 

Smart Lincoln 
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LINCOLN:   Attending church then was a family affair. This was a very 
 encouraging phenomenon as transport then was rather 
 unreliable and very few members owned cars. My sisters 
 and I used to look forward to taxi-rides to bring us to 
 church. 
 
JULIE:   Did you contribute much to the church during your youth? 
 
LINCOLN:  In terms of church attendance, yes.  You see, Sunday was 
 strictly a “ Church Day” for the family, so to speak. The 
 morning would begin with Sunday School from            
 8.00 – 9.00 am and following that the morning service at 
 9 o’clock.  There was also an evening service which again 
 would be attended by the family. 
                       
JU-

LIE:   Now, moving on to your working years.  Had there been 
 any challenging period in your life when you needed God 
 most and He came to your rescue? 
 
LINCOLN:  Yes.  During the Japanese Occupation, there was a state 
 of deprivation felt by many, yet God saw to it  that we 
 were never deprived of our daily subsistence  Even when 
 rationing was implemented, we never ran short of food.  
 This was God’s grace to us. 
 
JULIE:   As a civil servant, you would have been transferred 
 around while in service. How did you keep up with    
 membership in the Methodist Church? 

Father & Son 
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LINCOLN:   When I was serving in Kota Bharu, there was no      
 Methodist Church.  So I attended the Anglican Church 
 throughout my four-year stay. 
 
JULIE:   Did you serve in any of the church ministries after your 
 retirement from government service? 
 
LINCOLN:  I can consider myself as having contributed towards the 
 Education Ministry in my capacity as the Principal of the 
 Methodist High School upon retirement. 
 
JULIE:  I believe you were in the LCEC during your tenure as the 
 Principal of the Methodist High School.  Did you enjoy 
 attending LCEC meetings which I believed were       
 sometimes lengthy and occasionally ‘heated sessions? 
 
LINCOLN:   Yes and no. Yes, as being in the LCEC Committee gave 
 me an insight into the ideas shared by members with  
 different caliber and view-points and no,                    
 when such meetings sometimes clashed with prior      
 engagements. 
 
JULIE:    Subsequent to your retirement as Principal, did you    
 continue to be active in church work? 
 
LINCOLN:   With more time in my hands, I then committed myself 
 towards attending church services and meeting more 
 regularly.  I involved myself in the MSF Ministry, namely 
 participating in MSF conferences, going on outstation 
 tours, attending the Thursday meetings and the likes.  
 Bearing in mind the saying “An idle mind is the devil’s 
 workshop, I also spent my free time with Rotary       
 Senawang, engaging in voluntary projects.  
 
JULIE:   What are your views about those years in the MSF? 
 
LINCOLN:   To me, keeping company with fellow-MSFers was     
 something to look forward to as light moments shared 
 with them kept me going in my twilight years.  These 
 have enabled me to grow old gracefully. 
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JULIE:   If given a chance to turn the clock back, do you think you 
 would rectify some of the things that you might have 
 missed doing or are you complacent enough with church 
 life so far? 
 
LINCOLN:  I am contented with the way I have lived my Christian life 
 and God willing, I will continue to thank The Lord for all 
 His kind mercies showered upon me and my family thus 
 far. 
 
JULIE:   To draw a comparison, is there any difference between 
 the church of yester-years and the church today? 
 
LINCOLN:  In the Methodist Church of the early days, the presence 
 of the involvement of American/British pastors was deeply 
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 felt and the services conducted by them were very      
 efficiently run and I am glad to observe that this practice 
 is still being carried out as efficiently by the local LCEC 
 Committee and the Pastoral team. 
 
JULIE:   Lastly, would you like to end this time with a piece of  
 advice/scripture verse that can be used as a legacy from 
 you? 
 
LINCOLN:  My advice to all Methodists, both young and old,         
 remember the verse that reads“ Love the The Lord,  your  
                  God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all      
                  your mind and with all your strength. (Mark 12:30) 
 
JULIE:   Thank you, Mr Lincoln for your kind thoughts May The 
 Lord continue to bless you with many more fruitful years!                          
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2010 would be recorded in the young history of Persatuan Berdikari 
Seremban Negeri Semibilan (PBSNS) as the year of much happenings 
and blessings. Indeed we want to  acknowledge our God for being the 
Blesser of our work. 
 
As we head towards the close of this momentous year we want to 
share several landmark moments that will anchor our centre for great-
er works in the coming years. 
 
From Formation to End 2009 
 
PBSNS was established on 5 April 2008 as a society under the        
Societies Act 1966 and began operation from August 2008 taking over 
from Pusat Berdikari Seremban (PBS). Essentially there was no change 
apart from the ‘ownership’ of the work. A management committee 
formed at the inaugural general meeting was tasked to build up 
PBSNS. The most pressing issue was lack of space and we were glad 
that we were able to sign the purchase agreement in  December 2009 
to buy over the shop building immediately adjacent to the church   
office building in    
Taman Bukit Chedang 
from where we have 
been running our work 
since 1998 under PBS. 
 
2010 
The building purchase 
using internal funds 
and soft loans from      
committee members 
challenged us to raise 
funds to repair and 
renovate it as well as determine how to utilize the new space         
effectively. 
 
 

By Peter Yew 

Poh Kam’s painting used in  
PBSNS greeting cards. 
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22 May 2010 
The PBSNS Charity Golf     
Tournament held this day at the 
Nilai Springs Golf & Country 
Club helped raise RM86,815.65. 
The money was sufficient for us 
to begin work on the new    
centre. 
 
July 2010 
Work on repairing and       ren-
ovation the building began. 
 
September 2010 
The new centre was ready and was occupied in the 3rd week of the 
month. A dedication service was held on 26 September by Rev. Dr Ong 
Hwai Teik, President TRAC. A new feature of the expanded centre is 
the enlarged bakery cum café which takes over the existing space  
previously occupied by the straw packing and card making projects 
which now move into the new centre.  The new centre also houses our 
administration, meeting and training rooms. 
 

November 2010 
The Inner Wheel Club of Kuala Lumpur sponsored all the new     
equipment of the bakery and café costing RM23,730. On 22 November 

Poh Leong gets his lucky draw prize  
from YB Dato' Siow, our guest of honor. 
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a busload of the members came with their royal patron the Tengku 
Ampuan Besar of Negeri Sembilan to visit us.  
 
On 29 November Samsung Electronic Display donated two units of 
their plasma television sets. Sized at 50” and 42” they will be installed 
in the meeting room and admin office for both teaching and sharing. 
 
December 2010 
A fund raising dinner was held on 12 December to help the Building 
Fund for the new centre. At the event in which guests were           
entertained by veteran Elvis Presley impersonator, HT Long, we raised 
over RM50,000 subject to final audit. This amount includes several 
spot donations from those who were touched by the messages we 
sent out. Our guest of Honor, YB Dato’ Siow Chen Pin, state exco 
member, sent appeals to corporate donors to support our cause and 
employers to recruit our trainees, and led the call with a RM5,000   
donation. 
 
As the year draws to a close we rejoice over the encouraging supports 
given by both well-wishers and our own caregivers. It is timely that we 
remind ourselves to Serve Over Self (SOS) and to consider the noble 
vision of bringing hope as well as life changing experiences to our  
clients, the learning disabled people we commit to train. 
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It was a sort of homecoming when I decided to join nine others on the 

recent mission trip to Tachileik from 26th-30th November, 2010, having 

made this trip earlier in 2006. I wanted to see for myself what       

progress had taken place since then. The others in the team were  

Albert Gan (Leader), Mabel Chin, Andrew Chin, Joyce Hau, Theresa 

Benedict, Mr. & Mrs. Lim and their 2 kids (Kepong church).  

Our 2-hour flight left the LCCT on time (7.55a.m.) for Bangkok arriving 

at 8.55a.m. (Bangkok time is 1-hour behind Malaysian time).          

Our connecting flight to Chiangrai left at 11.40a.m., arriving at 

12.55p.m. Upon disembarking at Chiangrai airport, we immediately 

boarded a van to Mae Sai, which took over an hour. When we arrived 

at Mae Sai, we walked directly to the Thai/Myanmar border to cross-

over to the border town of Tachileik. After immigration checkpoint, we 

walked to check into the Riverside Hotel which was nearby.  

Foursquare Church and Orphanage (26/11 afternoon &               

27/11 morning) 

Pastor Pakhim was on hand to receive us and had arranged         

transportation to take us to see the newly completed church building. 

After spending some time there we then left to visit the orphanage 

which was originally situated here together with the church building. It 

was then very cramped and very unhygienic.  

By Michael Goh 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Tachileik Revisited

 

Tachileik Revisited

 

Tachileik Revisited   
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 The new location of the orphanage was well laid out and the 

children were better accommodated with plenty of room for future 

expansion. The present site of the orphanage was actually the former 

Bible school for the training of evangelists but it had been abandoned 

for sometime when I last saw it. Rather then to see the place         

neglected, it was decided to move the orphanage here so that the  

children could be in healthier surroundings.  

 The former wooden buildings were replaced with brick      

buildings with some work still ongoing. When all work is completed, it 

would definitely be a better place for the children to live in. There are 

about 45 children in this orphanage. As we toured the area, we saw 

that they even have a thriving vegetable garden to help supplement 

their food requirements thus keeping costs down. Pastor Pakhim also 

had a sow being bred there and hopes to have piglets soon for their 

meat supply. He is also proposing to put in a rice milling machine to 

mill the padi when they harvest it.  

 We had brought with us the clothing we had ordered from 

Seremban for the children and distributed them to the children. The 

joy of receiving these gifts very soon lighted up heir happy faces! They 

sang songs of praise (in Myanmar language) to entertain us. By the 

time everything was over it was well past 7.00p.m. and it was time for 

us to depart and go for dinner and back to the hotel.  

 Next morning after breakfast, we went back again to Pastor 

Pakhim's orphanage while Pastor Pakhim and Brother Albert Gan went 

for a meeting.  
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Pastor Judah's orphanage (27/11 afternoon) 

After lunch we visited Pastor Judah's orphanage which was home to 

about 50 children. We had earlier instructed Deborah (Pastor Judah's 

daughter) to source gifts of the children's choice (with a limit for each 

child), and we reimbursed them for the amount spent. After           

distributing the gifts and spending time with the children, we left for 

Mae Sai (the Thai side of the border). Before we left the hotel, we met 

up with the Bishop of the Methodist Church of Myanmar who was also 

staying in the same hotel and exchanged greetings with him.  

 

Deborah & Arthur's place (27/11 afternoon, 28/11, 29/11 morning) 

We met up with Deborah at 4.00pm in a hotel at Mae Sai. She       

graciously invited us to her house for dinner that evening. In the    

evening, her husband Arthur, came to fetch us to their place for     

dinner. After dinner Deborah and Arthur spoke about their plans for 

their centre and how they proposed to raise funds for it. In this     

connection, they introduced us to their brand of 'Akha Arabica Coffee' 

which they plan to market to raise funds for their work. Deborah and 

Arthur run a small Bible school in Mae Sai and the place where they 

are staying also doubles as the Bible school. For a start, each of us 

bought four packets of this coffee to try. They intend to market this 

coffee to other churches to help them in their fund-raising efforts. I 

think this is a novel idea and also one way we can help them in their 

work. 

P A G E    3 0  
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Next morning after breakfast, we left for a tour of the 'Golden Triangle' 

which is the area bordering the confluence of three rivers of Myanmar, 

Thailand, and Laos. After lunch we left to visit the hill region where 

Pastor Judah goes to visit the hill tribes to evangelize to them. This 

mountainous region is somewhat similar to our highlands with very 

cool climate and is situated halfway between the Mae Sai and      

Chiangrai road. The roads to the mountainous regions are steep and 

winding. After spending some time there, we returned to our hotel.  

Deborah and Arthur came to see us off on our last day in Mae Sai as 

we left for Chiangrai to fly to Bangkok where we will stay one night 

before flying back to Malaysia on the 30/11. On our way to Chiangrai, 

we made a detour to the Mae Fah Luang Garden (according to Bro. 

Albert, it is also known as the King's Garden, so called because of its 

proximity to the King's villa). In reality, it is a project of Her Royal 

Highness, the late Princess Mother, the mother of the present Thai 

King, who took a great interest in the development of the project. The 

Gardens are part of the massive Doi Tung Development Project under 

the Royal Patronage of H.R.H.  the late Princess Mother, which       

includes varied development of cash crops, cottage industries, rearing 

of livestock, etc.  This project is targeted at alleviating poverty and the 

eradication of the cultivation of opium. For her keen interest and    

involvement in this project, H.R.H The Princess Mother was honoured 

by UNESCO “as one of the outstanding citizens of the Millennium” in 

2000 for her vision in conceiving a model for a better society.  

Because of time constraint, we could only make a cursory visit of the 

place. But take it from me, it is indeed a place worth visiting. As its 
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location is in the highlands, the climate is cool. This project reminds 

me of the Agricultural Park at Bukit Cherakah in Shah Alam which has 

now gone into limbo; whereas the Mae Fah Luang Gardens are so well 

managed. We left the Gardens at about 11.30am and proceeded    

directly to Chiangrai airport for our flight back to Bangkok.  

After a quick lunch at Bangkok Airport, we arranged for our transport 

to our hotel in the city. Mabel was a casualty to a bout of migraine, 

but quickly recovered after taking some medication. Our one night stay 

in Bangkok was free and easy until our departure for Bangkok Airport 

for our flight back to Malaysia which was delayed by half-an-hour.  

During our five days of travel, we always placed our trust in God    

asking for His protection and guidance in our daily morning devotions.  

Our plane touched down at LCCT at about 7.00p.m. bringing a fitting 

close to our sojourn which brought back pleasant memories and a 

sense of satisfaction. In all these, we thank God for His wonderful 

work in Tachileik and continued mercy and guidance everywhere we 

went.         
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Children with their new clothes from WMCS 

 

Mission Tachileik team 
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This was one of the skits put up by Moses/Abraham CGs for the church 
Family Day on 16th October 2010. It was good clean fun yet        
meaningful. The participants were mostly senior members and they 
were enthusiastic and full of energy.  
 
Once upon a time, there 
lived an agriculturist Dr 
Chan who planted a real 
gigantic lobak. This big 
lobak won an award  
s o m e w h e r e  f o r        
something. Dr Chan was 
very pleased with his 
white lobak which was 
fertilized with cockerel..... 
Anyway, he      decided to 
harvest the  lobak so that 
his wife can cook lobak in 
porkribs to share during 
CG. So he called his wife 
Rosie to help him to pull 
out the big lobak.  
 
 
Unfortunately, the lobak was too deeply rooted, so they couldn't even 
move it an inch. Then came along the CG member's maid taking the 
dog for a walk. So they asked her to help. Before that, they also 
phoned Mrs Teng to join them in pulling out the gigantic lobak. There 
you see them huffing and puffing over it. But they still could not pull it 
out; so Rosie phoned Mr and Mrs Poi to help them. 
 
Then the iron lady Julie Cheah passed by and they stopped her.  Prob-
ably her strength would succeed in pulling out the lobak. But iron lady 
was on her way to the swimming pool and she had no time for them.  
Later on she repented and joined them. Donna who just      returned 
from Korea dropped by the house with some ginseng. It was hoped 

Reprinted from thots here and there (Ting Sia Mooi’s blog)   

 

  

 

  

 

  The Big LobakThe Big LobakThe Big Lobak   

Dr Chan & his gigantic lobak 
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that the ginseng would give them strength to pull out the lobak.  But 
they decided to pray...and walao.... They got the lobak out of the soil 
easily!!!!  
 
Lesson learnt: work together as a CG and pray at all time, over all 
things! 
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On the 10th October 2010, Wesley Methodist Church Seremban joined 
100 million Christians in the Micah 2010 Challenge.  2010 Micah is a   
special campaign to focus on our promise to the poor, 10 years after  
nations & governments around the world committed to halve global   
poverty by 2015, and to establish a global movement to encourage deep-
er Christian commitment to the poor, and to speak out to leaders to act 
with justice. 
As a church, we  
 

 Prayed for the poor 
 Promised to stand with the poor 
 Acted as prophetic voice for the poor in a handprint     

campaign, with the hands symbolizing worship, support, God’s 
love, and action 

 
On the 10th November, a banner symbolic of the promise of the        
Malaysian Christians was presented to Dato' Idris Jala,  Minister in the 
Prime Minister's Department and CEO of PEMANDU, the unit overseeing 
the implementation of the Government Transformation Programme.  Our 
pictures and powerpoint presentation are part of the record in the Micah 
2010 Challenge in Malaysian Care – the Co-ordinator of the campaign in 
Malaysia. 

Disciplined and orderly process The young also lend their voice 
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Thank you, Wesley Methodist Church Seremban, for being part of this 
significant and meaningful event. 
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January  
 
05th - 28th     
Jeremiah School 
 
14th                            
Parenting Seminar (Methodist  
Kindergarten and Methodist Women) 
 
22nd                            
1st LCEC meeting (4pm)                          
1st Local Conference (8pm) 
 
23rd                     
LCEC Installation/Stewardship/Pledge 
Church School 1st Quarter Birthday Cel-
ebration 
 
29th                     
1st Southern District Conference 

 

Church 

 

Events 

 

2011 

 

 

February  
 
10th — 27th                     
Jeremiah School (continued) 
 
13th                
Church School Chinese New Year 
Celebration 
 
18th - 20th                             
ICM-Silent Retreat: Knowing God 
and Knowing Self 

P A G E    3 8  
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March  
 
04th                            
MW World Day of Prayer 
 
04th - 06th                           
ICM-SFL(1): Personal Spiritual 
Formation (Chefoo Methodist 
Centre, Cameron Highlands) 
 
08th-11th                         
TRAC MSF CAMP (Melaka) 
 
09th                
Ash Wednesday 
 
12th                               
CG Leadership Meeting 
 
19th                               
2nd LCEC Meeting 
 
17th - 20th                            
Youth Prayer Conference 
 
25th-27th                         
TRAC Intercession Retreat 
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April  
 
08th-10th                     
ICM-SFL: Personal Spiritual Formation 
(Rumah Methodist, Fraser’s Hill) 
 
17th                               
Palm Sunday 
Church School Easter Celebration 
 
21st                               
Maundy Thursday (8pm STM) 
 
22nd                               
Good Friday (6pm Church) 
 
23rd                               
Easter Day Prayer 
 
24rd                               
Easter Sunday 
Kindergarten Easter Celebration 
 
25th -29th              
Combined Pastors’ School (TRAC     
Singapore and Malaysia) 
 
29th -1st May             
Methodist Prayer Convention (Sibu) 
 
  
  

 

Church 

 

Events 

 

2011 
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that stands ready to share the gift 
of salvation to all who passes 
through the church. Our doors are 
open to anyone who is seeking 
the answer to life. Welcome. 

www.wesleysban.org.my 

Our Mission: 

Loving God, touching lives 

Wesley Methodist Church stands out 
as a landmark building in Seremban. 
Being strategically   situated next to 
the Terminal 1 Centre which houses 
the shopping complex and bus ter-
minal, we are a high profile church 

Our Vision: 

To be a church without walls 


