The Journey

Issue No.02/10

The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010

Newsletter of Seremban Wesley. For private circulation.

editor in chief

This issue features:

YEE chow boi

publication team
peter YEW nieng choon
michael GOH
angeline RAJOO JIVA ratnam
dr. LIM seck ee
n MAHENDRAN

design & layout
marian YAP hanyun
michelle THONG ai ling
production team
phoebe THANG
christine CHOW
anthony WONG
contributors
rev. paul CHRISTIE
george EMMANUEL
michael KOVALAN
peter YEW, suzy CHERIAN
su nian Tsu, eng Hang ONG
peter YEW, albert GAN
wing hong CHIA
mun kin LOH, carol YOONG
image source
WWW.SXC.HU

03
04
12
16
18
21
23
30
34
38
40
43
46

ed SPEAKS
PASTOR’s message
stir up the GIFT of GOD
CELEBRATING 125 years
i read a BOOK
how is my COMMISSION
a CHAT with MR MONG
a baby GIANT step
GOD hears when we PRAY
worship and MUSIC ministry
BAPTISM and
MEMBERSHIP course
the LIFE of DAWN PARRY
church CALENDAR

Wesley Methodist Church Seremban
www.wesleysban.org.my

Contact:
Sanctuary:
Jalan Lintang, 70000 Seremban
(Opposite Terminal One Shopping Complex)
Office:
380, Jalan Kenanga 1,
Taman Bukit Chedang, 70300 Seremban.

editorial enquiries
chowboiyee@yahoo.co.uk
Phone: 06-7674323
Fax: 06-7622870
E-mail: wmcsbn@streamyx.com
NOTE : The opinions & views expressed by writers are not necessarily
those of the Wesley Methodist Church Seremban.
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

2

Ed Speaks
As we celebrate 95 years of Wesley Methodist
Church in Seremban, we reflect on Our Church Mission of
Loving God, Touching Lives. To me, these simple and
powerful four words sum up the essence of what
Christians are all about. Loving God entails believing and
trusting Him in everything we do, and aiming to become
more Christ-centred. Touching Lives requires that we
reach out to help those who are in needs, and spread the
good news.
The mission is easy and yet challenging. Easy
because we have been given clear guidelines in the Scripture on what to do. Challenging because it means action,
commitment, time, self-discipline, perseverance, and
consistency.

George Emmanuel energizes us with the gift of God
based on 2 Timothy 1:6-7, while Su Kovalan and Suzy
Cherian give us some pointers on the tools of evangelism
and imparting the good news. Chia Wing Hong, a relatively
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Editorial

It has been said that to be a meaningful Christian, it
is a journey of studying the Word, self discovery, and
learning from others. In this issue of the Journey, Pastor
Paul reminds us not to be complacent and that we should
be motivated to work closer towards the church’s vision
and mission at this exciting age of 95 years old. You will
find a number of interesting articles on believing and
trusting God to give you power and confidence to live and
to serve.

‘new kid’ in our church, takes up the challenge of heading
the Worship and Music ministry, drawing on God’s strength
and the support of church members.
Thanks to Ong Eng Hang, we are able to read about
the enriching life of Mong Yoon Weng, and his words of
wisdom for us to learn. God continues to shower His
blessings and favour on Persatuan Berdikari Seremban
Negeri Sembilan as it expands and grows under the
leadership of Peter Yew.
The testimonies from Albert Gan and Loh Mun Kin
further confirm and encourage us to pray and to have faith
in Him. While we are 95 years young, Michael A. Kovalan
documents the celebration of the milestone event of 125
years of the rich history of Methodist Church in Malaysia.
We are always pleased to have contributions from
external writers, and in this issue we have Carol Yoong
remembering Dawn Ngui (Mrs Dawn Parry), who was a
former pupil of the Seremban Anglo-Chinese School and an
active WMCS member.
Plenty of good stuff for you to digest and be inspired
to Loving God and Touching Lives.
Have a blessed
Anniversary.

Chow Boi

The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

4

Pastor’s Message
Dear members and friends of Wesley Methodist Church
Seremban,
We give thanks to God as we celebrate 95 years of
mission, ministry & outreach in Wesley Methodist Church
Seremban. The fact that our church continues to grow
from strength to strength is a wonderful testimony of the
faithfulness, mercy and power of God. The fact that our
church is situated at the heart of this beautiful town Seremban is to be a beacon of God’s light, love and hope to
draw people to Him. The fact that our church is situated
beside the Anglo Chinese Primary and Secondary Schools
reminds us of the church’s mission, the legacy, and the
heritage on which we stand on.
As we thank God, may we never lose sight of the
vision that God calls us to be His Church in Seremban. Let
me share a story about losing the true vision of life. John
Macarthur calls this story “an illustration of the history of
the church.”
“On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks were
frequent, a group of concerned citizens decided to build a
rescue station. The building was just a hut and there was
only one boat manned by the few devoted crewmen who
kept constant watch over the sea. Day and night these
courageous men faced the dangers of the sea, risking their
lives to save the lives of many who were shipwrecked.
After a while, the station became famous. Some of
those who were saved, as well as others in the community,
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wanted to become part of this mission. They gave their
time and money to improve the quality of the station. They
bought new boats. They replaced the shabby emergency
cots with modern hospital beds. They even tore down the
crude station hut and built a new "multi-purpose" facility.
The station soon became a popular gathering place
for its members. It wasn't noticeable at first, but over time,
it looked less and less like a rescue station, and more like a
social club. Few members were interested anymore in
actually facing the dangers at sea, so they hired life-saving
professionals to do it for them.
One day a large ship wrecked off the coast, and the
hired crew rescued boatloads of cold, wet, frightened
people. Some of them were sick. Some lost everything
they owned. Some were uneducated. And all were
indigent. The influx of shipwreck victims upset many
members of the club; so the issue was addressed at the
next business meeting.
One leader said, "If we allow our facility to be
overrun this way, it will become run-down. And we all
know how expensive repairs can be." Others nodded in
agreement. But there were a handful of people who said,
"Wait a minute. We are first and foremost a life-saving
station. We can't close our doors to those who need us
most." The leadership said to them, "If you're not happy
with the way we do things here, go start your own station
down the coast."
And they did: with a small, crude hut and a single
boat and a few committed workers. Then this group of
dedicated workers risked their lives to save those who
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were wrecked at sea. They saved many lives, and soon,
this second life-saving station became popular, too. They
bought new equipment and built a new facility. The
members lost interest in facing the perils of rescue, but
they loved to gather and talk about their sea adventures of
days gone by. Soon, like the previous station, they stopped
sending boats into the water. This scenario was repeated
throughout the years.”
May this story teach us a lesson that we must not
lose sight of God’s original vision for His church.
Matthew 4:18-25 is a familiar story to most of us.
Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee, and he called
out to Peter and Andrew, "Follow me”, and immediately,
they left their boats and began to follow him. When Jesus
called Peter and Andrew, he called them to a vision of what
their lives could become. He said, “Come follow me, and I
will make you fishers of men.” (v.19)
From this story, I want to point out three elements
of our vision in life as a Church and as a believer of Jesus
Christ. This will prevent us from becoming a “life-saving
station” that no longer saves lives.
1. Our vision is to change lives.
We must remember in our hearts that the ministry
of this church is all about changing lives. It's not about
accumulating money, or earning accolades, it's about
changing lives. Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” Jesus is saying, “Instead of doing
something temporary with your life, I can show you how to
live a life that will make an impact for all eternity.”
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

7

Because our vision is all about changing lives, we
need to ask ourselves:
©
Are we reaching people for Christ?
©
Are we helping one another to grow in the Christian
life?
©
Are we empowering people to be better parents, better spouses, better leaders, better employees, better
friends, better sons, better daughters, better neighbors?
Our vision is to help change lives. Primarily, that
involves leading people to a life-changing connection with
Jesus Christ. That's what it means to be "fishers of men."
2. Our vision is to bring healing to the
brokenhearted.
If you look at Matthew 4:23, it tells us that Jesus
went throughout Galilee healing every disease and
sickness. The next verse says, “And people brought to him
all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures,
and the paralyzed, and he healed them.” (v. 24)
A significant portion of Jesus' ministry was focused
on healing people. People with afflictions of every kind
came to Him, and Jesus healed them. In the Gospels and
later, in the book of Acts, His disciples continued the
ministry of healing. Our vision as a church is to continue
the work of Jesus; we are to offer healing to those who
are hurt.
It gladdens our heart when we hear about someone
who is healed of a certain sickness, We are also glad when
we hear about a marriage or a broken family that is
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restored to unity, or a depressed person who discovers joy
and optimism and hope through the presence of God in his
life. These are the greatest miracles of all.
We have been called to do the ministry of Christ—to
bring healing to the brokenhearted. And while we pray for
their healing, we're called to offer them comfort. If
someone in this church is fighting an illness, or going
through a family crisis, or facing unemployment, we are to
pray for God to heal the situation, and we are to offer them
encouragement, comfort and emotional support every step
of the way. Our vision is to help these hurting people find
wholeness and experience the fullness of God in their lives.
3. Our vision is to teach and share the Word of God.
“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom.” (v.23) Teaching and sharing the Word of God to
others is not just on Sunday morning from the pulpit, but in
our Care Groups, in our Church School classes, in the
Methodist Women, Methodist Senior Fellowship &
Methodist Youth Fellowship meetings, Lighthouse Church
Prayer meetings, Bible Studies and etc.
We teach and share the Word of God because it
helps us to live a holy and purposeful life in God’s Kingdom.
The Word of God nurtures each one to walk in obedience
and faithfulness with our Lord Jesus. The Word of God
helps the believers to confront sin and to overcome the
lack of faith and the lack of vision in one’s own lives. The
writer of Hebrews says, “For the word of God is living and
active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
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(Hebrews 4:12).
As members of Wesley Methodist Church
Seremban, we must strive to help others to live a holy and
purposeful life. We do it by learning, teaching and sharing
the Word of God. If we want to help those who are hurt
and broken, we do it by knowing and sharing God’s
promises to them.
Let us never forget, that the Word of God is the
‘Good News’. It's a message of hope, a message of
forgiveness, a message of reconciliation, a message of
love. Our message is that God loves everyone, and that
Jesus came to help people live life to the fullest – a life of
peace and joy. And His love is so powerful that nothing in
the world can separate us from it. That’s good news!
We don't want the story of the life-saving-stationturned-social-club to become the story for Wesley
Methodist Church Seremban.
We must not allow ourselves to lose sight of the
ministry and vision to which we have been called as a
church and as individuals. Let us move forward to be
God’s beacon of light, hope and love to
(1) make a change in people’s lives,
(2) to bring healing to their brokenness, and
(3) to share and to teach the Word of God to them.
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These three elements must be enshrined in the vision of
our church. I thank God they are in our Church’s Vision and
Mission Statement, which states:
Our Vision: To be a church without walls.
Our Mission: Loving God, touching lives.
To God be the Glory and Praise.
In His love,
Pastor Paul, Gladys, Silas and Lucas

The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

11

‘THOU STIR UP THE GIFT OF GOD’
2 Timothy 1:6-7
By George Emmanuel

In 2 Timothy 1:6-7, Paul was speaking to his gospel
son Timothy. I believe that Timothy was a young man
afflicted with constitutional timidness, a tendency to be
very shy and timid. Paul identifies this in 1 Cor 16:10.
Timothy was a splendid young preacher, with good
ancestry and indeed earnest, but he needed to be set on
fire. Paul advises Timothy to kindle the sacred flame within
himself. Similarly, there are many of us here, who are
genuine believers, but need to build a fire within us. When
our faith and facts have fire, we could move mountains.
Let us consider what was the Gift of God that was
on Pauls’ mind. It was not Timothy’s ability or his own
enthusiasm. It is stated in another verse 1Timothy 4:14
‘Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee
by the laying on of hands of the presbytery’. It was the
Gift of the Spirit of the living God for his particular
ministry. The supreme qualification for preaching, for
witnessing, and for genuine service, is the Spirit of the
living God. And in application, it represents the fire of the
Spirit in each of us as believers. We need to stir up the
Spirit of the living God, the Gift of God that is in us.
Without the Spirit, no one can preach effectively,
and will be no more than a carnality exercise. Paul
recognised the value of training but wanted to go beyond
that. Paul told Timothy “stir up the fire, don’t get in a rut,
don’t let them make an ordinary preacher out of you, don’t
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be an ordinary believer, be an extraordinary Christian”.
In the light of that, I’d say what Christians,
preachers and churches need most today is a real stir, a
stirring of the embers of the holy fire until the heavenly
realm consumes them. Our Lord did not say He would spit
us out of His mouth for being too hot but for being
lukewarm. Every believer has at least a few coals in his or
her heart but usually it is a bed of coals instead of a flame.
When the Gospel is preached and the breath of the Holy
Spirit blows on the hearts of believers, their faces will light
up and they will glow.
The Scripture says, “Iniquity abounds and the love
of many has waxed cold. They’ve quenched the Spirit and
they have left their first love. Wet blankets of various sorts
have smothered the flame. Many believers are hard put to
keep themselves warm when they ought to be setting
others on fire.
Neglect will also smoulder the fire. Leave the fire
alone and it will burn low and the ashes will gather. If we
neglect the means of grace, prayer, Word study and holy
exercise, we shall soon need a definite stir. Never was it
easier to grow slothful and complacent than it is today.
The spirit of the times is against the man or woman on fire
for God as never before. The devil makes our eyelids
heavy and fills our minds with cobwebs. The spirit may be
willing but the flesh is weak. It is not easy to stir ourselves
to take hold of God.
Every believer, every Christian is today a
contradiction to this world. He crosses at every point, he
goes against the grain of this world and worldly activity
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from the beginning to the end. From the day a believer is
born again until the day he caught away or goes on to be
with the Lord, he must stand against the current of a world
always going the other way.
God expects us to be beside ourselves. God expects
us to be a fool for Christ. They will steal the joy of our
salvation and reduce us to the dreary level of the average
man. If the devil cannot keep us from being saved, he
next endeavours to make us average believers. But when a
real wide awake, alert believer comes along, taking the
Gospel seriously, the devil grows alarmed and begins
plotting that person’s downfall. For many church goers do
not like to have their Laodicean complacency upset by
those who run around turning the world upside down.
They so conspire with Satan to turn the young Christian’s
fervour into a chill.
There are always plenty of human wet blankets to
smoulder the zealot’s flame. As a matter of fact,
sometimes one encounters much discouragement most at
home. No wonder our Lord Jesus used the strong word
”hate” to tell us how much higher should be our devotion
to Him than to our dearest kin of earth. Lord Jesus always
made it clear that His first obligation was to God, and He
suffered not even the dearest of Earth to hinder that
devotion. So should it be for us. Doubtless, His relatives
would have smouldered His fire. Without question, they
would have been a wet blanket, smouldering His fire if He
had allowed it. Even His friends thought He was beside
Himself (Mark 3:21).
Fear is another factor that can choke the fire. Paul
says to Timothy that very word in 2Tim 1:7. Remember
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the parable of the man who hid his talent in the ground
because he was afraid. Fires that fear has smouldered,
fear of the past, present or future, fear of others, fear of
failure, fear of sickness, fear of death.
Whatever fear you may have it is not of God. For He
hath not given us such a spirit, but He has given us power
and love and a sound mind. And these gifts we should stir
up. Amen! We’ve not received the spirit of bondage again
to fear, but that spirit of adoption and know who we are
and what we are here for. We should stir up the Spirit of
Power for we have been promised power (Acts 1:8). We
should stir up love, for perfect love casts out fear. The
spirit of discipline or sound mind, we should stir up. That
which Matthew Henry called “A peaceable enjoyment of
ourselves”. He went on to say, “We are oft times
discouraged in our way, and work like creatures of our
own fancy and imagination, which sober, solid thinking
would obliterate and easily answer”.
Let us remember that stirring up the Gift of God is
our business. Don’t expect God to do it. It isn’t going to
happen that way. Stirring up of the Gift of God in us is our
business. Amen and Amen.
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Celebrating 125 Years in Malaysia
By Michael A. Kovalan

How long has the Methodist Church been
in Malaysia? Some of us are not aware that it
has been that long already.
About 600 Methodists from all over the country
including Sabah and Sarawak gathered to thank God for
His work through the Methodist Church in Malaysia on 12th
August, 2010 at the Chinese Methodist Hokkien Church,
Kuala Lumpur. All the Presidents of the various Annual
Conferences and the Superintendent of the Sengoi Mission
Conference including the Bishop of the Methodist Church,
Rev. Dr. Hwa Yung were present. There were also heads
of other Christian churches with us to join in the
celebration.
The theme for the celebration was “Spreading
Scriptural Holiness, Transforming the Nation”. The Bishop
in his sermon message, ‘He who is in us is greater
than he is in the world’ (1 Jn. 4:4), drew the
congregation to the fact
that our nation needed a
lot of prayer. Knowing
and being aware of the
situation in our country,
his call was for all Christians to remember the
power of prayer and to
respond to the needs of
the nation. He said that
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even strong Christians have fallen to temptations in their
services.
A slide presentation on the history and the progress
of the Methodist Church in Malaysia was presented. The
offering collected that evening was to be sent for relief
work among the recent flood victims in Pakistan. At the
service “The Road Map” of the Methodist Church in
Malaysia for the next five years was presented by the Bishop to all the Presidents of the Conferences and the Lay
Leaders of the Annual Conferences. It is the blue print for
action within the Methodist Church, Malaysia.
Following the service there was a Thanksgiving
Dinner which was attended by over a thousand people at
the Indoor Sports Arena OCM Hotel, Kuala Lumpur.
Besides the lovely food, cultural and song items were
presented by the various Annual Conferences. Ms Juwita
Suwito also rendered two lovely songs. Ten members from
Wesley Church, Seremban represented us at the service
and dinner.
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I Read A Book
By Suzy Cherian

Telling the Truth: Evangelizing Postmoderns, edited
by D.A.Carson
(Available in our church library)
The title caught my eye so I picked
up this book and duly discovered
that it is worth every sen of its price
of RM 62.10. It is a compilation of
28 essays on evangelism by scholars
and theologians. It may sound
daunting at first but once into the
book, it is so readable and vibrant,
coming from great minds and also
hearts passionate about communicating the Truth of God’s salvation to
our postmodern world.
In a nutshell, Telling the Truth is on how to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ with a people who are
indifferent. We live in a global village with many religions &
many cultures so how can one claim to be the only way to
God, they argue. Besides, sin these days is no longer seen
as sinful (after all everyone’s doing it) so why do we need
a Saviour? Lack of interest in the Truth, however, does not
mean lack of interest in spiritual things. People are in fact
becoming increasingly spiritual but it’s a spirituality without
God as seen in books/movies like The Secret, The Law of
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Attraction, Star Wars and Avatar. There is therefore a
deep seated desire to find meaning in life.
How then shall we tell the Truth? Jesus Christ said,
‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.’ (John 14:7) The writers
are unapologetic in declaring that Truth is a Person and
there is no salvation outside of Him. The question of what
happens to those who have never heard the Gospel is not
an issue as the focus here is on ways to reach the lost.
Incidentally lost means both those outside the church and
those within. George Barna, the well respected researcher,
claims that half of those who attend church are not
Christians and are actually harder to talk to because they
are comfortable and content. True conversion is much
more than saying the sinner’s prayer, signing a decision
card at an evangelistic rally or even baptism. It must
result in a radical change of belief and conduct.
How then shall we tell the truth? This book is
actually bursting with novel ideas, strategies, and
suggestions from those who have been in the trenches
and know what they are talking about. Ever thought of
accepting an invitation from a non Christian to a religious
talk, and then giving your Christian views on it? Or
teaming with people of similar interests and going out to
help the needy, perhaps to clean up their yard, fix their
houses or help new neighbours move in? Building bridges
and expressing God’s love in practical ways are essential
to sharing the Good News of Jesus. What about
evangelistic talks, crusades, and invitations to ‘accept
Christ’, ‘receive the free gift of salvation’? These common
evangelistic terms, are discussed in the context of our ‘can
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also’ pluralistic culture. In all this, the writers acknowledge
that without the Holy Spirit’s help, even the best methods
will come to nothing (Ps 127:1).
The vision, mission, and theme of our church for
2010 underscore our desire to reach out to the unreached.
Old truth presentations like ‘The 4 spiritual laws’ leave
people cold especially postmoderns who want to see the
message in the messenger. We should tell the truth through
our words and our works in ways that touch lives. This
message, supported by stories and anecdotes, will surely
inspire and motivate readers.
There is for instance the story of Ruby Bridges, a six
year-old African American girl and Robert Coles, a Harvard
M.D & PhD. Everyday Ruby faced a white mob outside her
school protesting against racial integration. And Coles was
there studying her reaction. One day, surprised to see Ruby
talking to the hostile crowd, he asked her what she said.
To find out the rest of the story, you got to read this
book! A good book for all Christians who believe they have
been commissioned by Jesus to go and make disciples in our
postmodern world. As for that pesky postmodern thingy that
keeps coming up again and again, all is told in Telling the
Truth.
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How Is My Commission?
By Su Nian Tsu

How are my efforts to keep things going in fulfilling
the great commission of Christ (Matt 28:19)? Am I
accomplishing my objective? Does it thrill my soul with a
sense of destiny? Is there any particular procedure or
technique employed to propagate the Gospel? So
everything I do must have a purpose as an everyday
evangelist!
After going through “Experiencing God”, “The 40
Days of Purpose Driven Life”, a weekend course on
evangelism at Malacca, and topped up by the “Caring
Evangelism” course, I should at least have some guidelines
for action.
I shall relate the latest course in “Caring
Evangelism” of 16 modules from January to April 2010,
conducted by Pastor Paul Christie. The reference materials
were the book by William J. McKay’s “Me, an Evangelist?”,
and the participants’ manual. The readings and practical
sessions guided us though this journey of what and how
the author went though in witnessing to one person.
The Caring Evangelist Cycle lays out the skills and
process involved. The skills call for building relationships,
witnessing and prayer. The process relates how God
reaches to me, how I experience failure of my false gods,
admitting my powerlessness and need for a Saviour,
receiving and believing in Jesus and forward to Christian
community through serving God and people.
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Furthermore, witnessing is working in partnership
with the Holy Spirit, through genuine friendship. It can be
worked through process-oriented, empathic and holistic
evangelism. The concept of sin is seen as a broken
relationship between God, and me with myself and with
others. In presenting the Gospel, there are ways to talk
about Jesus as well as using the Bible in evangelism.
Guidelines are given for effective and assertive witnessing.
Practical suggestions are given as to how to invite someone
to Church. Not surprising, the most important evangelizing
skill is “Listening”.
Evangelizing and witnessing have been used
interchangeably: to evangelise I have to be a witness to
what God has done for me in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus. An understanding of the life situation
and needs of the person whom I am sharing helps in my
own sharing of how God is real in my life. There are
common platforms that I share with others, for example,
death or illness of a loved one, financial problems, feeling
guilt and loneliness. The list goes on. Finally, how do I
share the story of Jesus and God’s love in evangelism?
There are answers to the questions posed, thankfully.
So get started, dear evangelists out there: pray, look
around and then establish the relationship. It seems a tall
order. Come and take up the offer in the next caring
evangelism course. Do not be counted in the 75%
Christians that have not brought anybody to Christ!
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A Chat With
Mr. Mong Yoon Weng
By Ong Eng Hang

Mr. Mong Yoon Weng was born in Ipoh on May 12th
1930. He is the youngest octogenarian in our church. He
was educated in St. Michael’s Institution, Ipoh, ACS
Kampar, ACS Teluk Anson, King Edwared VII School Taiping and ACS Penang.
He had to move from school to school as his father,
a Postmaster in Kampar since 1939 was transferred on
rapid promotion after the war years before he retired as
Superintendent of Post, Penang in 1951. His mother died
in Kampar in August 1945, a week before the war ended.
Mr Mong participated in MYF activities in the towns
he lived in. At his last All-Malaya MYF Institute in
Singapore he made a fateful decision at an ‘altar-call‘,
which gave him a new perspective in life!
He was married to Goh Ai Tin in Seremban on April
22nd 1957. They have three children, Bernice, Raymond
and Eunice and two grand children Andrew and Aaron. His
siblings, as well as some of his cousins are Christians.
The following is my interview with Mr Mong.
Q. You are not a local. How did you come to be associated
with WMC Seremban?
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A. In July 1952 I came from Singapore to stay in the
manse for a few days with Rev and Mrs Abel Eklund before
going to Sg. Pelek, Sepang to honour my pledge (See The
Journey Anniversary edition 2006)
Q. What happened next?
A. Over the years (1952–1955) I attended WMC Services
occasionally. There was an appearance at the Mambau
Church planting ceremony too. I did attend a few MYF
meetings in Seremban. That was the sum total of my
connection with WMC Seremban. When my commitment
was over, I was a government school teacher in Gemas
and Rembau (1956–1962). I had limited contacts with the
Seremban church then.
Q. When did you rekindle relationship with WMC Seremban
again?
A. I was transferred to Chan Wa Secondary School, Seremban in 1963. I joined the church. I have worked with
twelve different Pastors, some with closer affinity than
others. Then there was a core of dedicated lay members.
The camaraderie among us existed even to this day.
Q. What was your official status in WMC Seremban?
A. I started off as an ordinary LCEC member. I was given
opportunities to serve in all the various committees. There
was a period as recording secretary, church treasurer and
lay-leader culminating as Chairman of WMC Seremban
twice (1977–1978 and 1991–1994). There was never a dull
moment with the mix of personalities in the church. I
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disqualified myself from all church positions in 1977 (See
The Journey Easter edition 2008).
Q. What are some of the memorable events in your church
life?
A. As mentioned earlier. The seven ‘spirit-filled‘ members
worked as a cohesive group. During our active years (1965
-1980), we visited all our church members, some a few
times either in groups or with the Pastor of the time. We
paid visits whenever there was a need, even at a
moment’s notice. We were instrumental in the build-up to
the birth of Taman Ujong Outreach Point in the early 80’s.
It became a local conference in 1991. Those were exciting
years when we went in search for a suitable location for
the church. Sometimes we met with disappointment, like
when we tried to build a new WMC in Rasah, Seremban,
we could not due to sentimental and financial challenges.
Whenever I visit the newly-built WMC Kampar, a tinge of
sadness would overcome me at our lost opportunity!
Q. LCEC meetings at your time were very lengthy affairs ?
Would you like to elaborate?
A. Well, we had so many thorny issues to challenge us.
Everyone was so vocal. Inevitably the atmosphere at such
meetings could turn ‘acrimonious‘ but I believe God was in
control of the situation always. Two interesting anecdotes,
related to me, say it all. It was well past midnight when
the late Mr. Chan Saik Poh returned home. He had
forgotten his key to the front gate so he climbed over the
chain-link fence. He was spotted by a police patrol. It was
a hassle to explain to them the true situation. Likewise
when Dr. John Loh returned, his wife demanded to know
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why he was so late home. Being too tired, he told his wife
to phone the Pastor for clarification!
Q. How do you view the LCEC of yesteryear and today?
A. There were no care groups then. We have ten now. In
my opinion, one perceived weakness of care groups is they
are ‘inward looking‘ and ‘self-restricted‘. Eventually some
become ‘elitist ‘ while others are social groups. That might
not be intentional.
In the past, Pastors go on visitation with certain lay
members on a weekly/monthly basis which by extension
created a closeness with members resulting in good
attendances in all church functions. There is always the
danger that we have become too bureaucratic in our
structure. We need to go the ground often for maximum
effectiveness.
Our church services today are too noisy. Some seniors
deplore them (See The Journey Anniversary edition 2007).
However, the decibels have been reduced to a more
comfortable level. If they help to attract more youths to
our church services so be it. Besides, the seniors will
eventually be phased out through natural attrition.
Praise songs could be music to some souls but if sung repeatedly (six times at one occasion) they become
‘meaningless’ with unattractive lyrics.
We have many organized ‘mission trips‘ of a few days
duration in our Methodist Churches in Malaysia. I may be
castigated for my stand but they are holiday trips to me,
especially when church funds are used. If one is
committed to serve the Lord, there are so many isolated
areas in Sabah alone which cry out for such workers.
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We have many outdoor camps for youths today. They are
good for inevitably they nurture our leaders of tomorrow.
One such analogy was the MYF Pandamaran Work Camp in
Selangor 1952. We came from Singapore, Malaya, with
two women representatives from Thailand to build a
church for God. Actually we laid the foundation and built

Mr Mong (first right) helping to build a church, 1952

the side structures the week we were there. The church
was eventually completed by paid contractors. We had
Bible study classes, seminars and socials in the evenings.
In the day we were ‘labourers‘ for God.
Former Bishop F. Lundy together with other Caucasian
Pastors oversaw the project. Two young seventeen year
old ‘conscripts‘ from Kuala Lumpur cycled there daily. They
later rose in our church hierarchy to be Bishop Dennis
Dutton and President Ng Ee Lin of TRAC. Are there no
more churches to be built for our youths today?
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A young F Lundy led the MYF in building the church

Q. What are your academic, sports and public qualifications?
A. I played football at the school level and once in public with a
club in Singapore. I played other games for enjoyment. I loved
mountain-climbing. Nothing ambitious but with friends we have
conquered Maxwell and Penang Hills a few times. Cycling for
miles, in group or alone, gives me opportunities to appreciate
the countryside and solitude with God.
I was a normal-trained teacher. Once, when I was the Chairman
of WMC Seremban, I received a letter from the Gideon’s Society
to join them. However, they strongly emphasized on
professional and management qualifications. Thank God because
He is ‘paper-blind’. Except for my interest in Teachers’ Union
activities I have no inclination elsewhere. I have participated in
NUT public demonstrations in Kuala Lumpur and strikes in Seremban for teachers’ welfare and advancement.
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Q. One last question. Do you think the church is relevant
in the world today?
A. Yes, in spite of what the detractors may say (See The
Journey Christmas edition 2006). Sometimes we ourselves
through our actions make it otherwise. When we fail to
‘walk the talk’ and pay lip-service to alleviate the poor and
the down-trodden we are in danger of being alienated by
them. Sometimes we suffer because we are unable to
rid ourselves of unwanted traits in us. Humility is the
essence in all we do. No better example to emphasize this
is the work done by the late Mr. Robin Tham. Every
Sunday morning he would direct traffic in the church
compound while all of us are comfortably seated inside.
Fortunately God has infinite patience with us.

The MYF Pandamaran Work Camp in Selangor 1952. Mong is at backrow
first right
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A Baby Giant Step
By Peter Yew

Persatuan Berdikari Seremban Negeri Sembilan (PBSNS)
is just over two years old since taking over from Pusat Berdikari
Seremban in August 2008. It seems so recent that we were part
of the church but even though we are separated we are still
very much connected. We are therefore thankful to the church
and the congregation for blessing us on PBSNS Sunday on
August 15 recently with your offerings amounting to RM2,641
which we shall use to buy equipment for our new centre.
In our infant year of 2009 we took a giant step of faith
and of opportunity and bought the shop building next to the
church office using the ‘sending off’ gift we received, totaling of
RM 140,784.59, from PBS. We believe the purchase was Godtimed. It was at a dampened real estate market of 2009
recession and we had the fund to proceed. Had we bought it
earlier or later the price would be higher.
In a sense the purchase was ‘forced’ upon us since the
present centre is fully subscribed. To expand is not an option we
can ignore. The LCEC has been very gracious in allowing us to
create an opening doorway between the two buildings so
trainees can move about easily.
The additional space we now have provided us the opportunity to allocate our projects more effectively. Through a specially formed taskforce we decided to move the straw packing
and card making projects to the new centre (2) while the bakery
project will be enlarged and occupy the entire present centre
(1). Centre 2 will also house a meeting room, an administrative
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office, two teaching rooms and a recreation area. In the bakery
project we will set up a small cafeteria to train the trainees to
serve, sell and handle cash. The cafeteria will also allow us to
display and sell cards as well as create general awareness to the
local community.
The renovation work began on July 12 and is expected to
complete by mid September.
While we had the cash, and some borrowings, to pay for
the building, we did not have enough to pay for the repair, renovation and equipment purchases. It was therefore gratifying
that a volunteer Julia McGovern offered her time and efforts to

New PBS building (left) on 28 Aug 2010

organize the PBSNS charity golf tournament on May 22, 2010 at
the Nilai Springs Golf & Country Club under the royal patronage
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of the DYMM Yang Di Pertuan Besar and Tengku Ampuan Besar
of Negeri Sembilan Darul Khusus. We netted a total of
RM86,815.65 which includes auction receipts and donation from
the Yayasan Munarah. We praise God for this endeavor which
gives us the fund to start the renovating work without any
delays. However we still need additional money to complete it,
which is why we are organizing a fund raising dinner later this
year.
We had another shot of blessings when the Inner Wheels
of Kuala Lumpur offered to equip our enlarged bakery centre.
The donation of equipment will come to about RM20,000.
As we head towards the close of 2010 we look forward to
the new year with great excitement and some trepidation. It is
relatively easier to expand capacity but the real test is to make
the best use of it. We will take in more trainees, employ
additional staff, recruit more volunteers, appeal for more
funding and introduce work and activities that will benefit our
trainees. With God’s help and support from caring donors we
believe this vision is becoming real as we take more baby giant
steps into the future.
Please visit us
when the new
centre is ready
from October
and see what
is happening
to this baby.

Meeting room renovation in progress
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The Alpha Marriage Course, based on biblical
principles, is designed to enrich marriages that
are healthy. The DVD presentation was
developed by Nicky and Sila Lee, co-authors of
The Marriage Book and The Parenting Book.

WMC Seremban conducted the Marriage Course from June 19 th to August
22nd 2010, on Sunday evenings. Dr & Mrs Eric Ting and their team
facilitated the course at the Royale Bintang Hotel, Seremban. Eleven couples
(a good mix of WMCS members and non-members, part of an evangelistic
initiative) took part in the full course with another eight guest couples getting
a feel of some of the eight sessions.

The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

33

God Hears When You Pray
By Albert Gan

“I love the Lord, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry
for mercy. Because He turned His ear to me, I will call on
Him as long as I live” (Psalm 116:1-2)
Do you have someone in your life who listens to you
– I mean truly listens? Maybe it’s a sister or a close friend,
or even a coworker who is empathetic. We’ve all
experienced times when it seems everyone we know is
either too busy or too distracted by his/her own problems
to sit and listen to the cries of our heart. There are a few
times one may be lonely or being hurt and yet have no
one to tell.
As a child of God, however, we always have
someone who will listen to us: God Himself! Over and
over again we find these declarations in the psalms:
“God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer”(66:19). “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to
me and heard my cry” (40:1).
Waiting is never easy, but when the answer to one
of our prayers comes, we know without a doubt that God
has heard our cries. God is never so far away that He
cannot hear us. Scripture tells us that He turns His ear to
us and it is never a deaf ear. He loves us. He is ever
present in our lives. And He hears us when we call to Him.
I was down in Segamat with Pastor Paul Christie,
Benedict and my wife (Veronica) on Saturday 08.08.09.
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Pastor Paul was the invited preacher for the Segamat
Wesley and I took the opportunity as Southern District
Mission Coordinator to go along to get some feedback.
We had a safe journey down and after dinner
retired to bed. Usually we did not receive telephone calls
in early mornings but when a call did come, I sensed it
was not good news.
FIRE!! That was the last word I wanted to hear as
I deal with timber and that’s easy target for fire. MY
OFFICE STORE WAS ON FIRE!!
From 2.34am till 6.45am both mine and Veronica’s
phones rang incessantly from friends and workers giving
us feedback about the situation. We were worried but
what could we do. We were several hundred miles away.
We could not go back. In the midst of the quietness we
turned to God in prayer till early morning.
By 7.00am I was told everything was under control,
the fire put out and the firemen were packing to leave. My
worker informed me that only part of the store was burnt.
How much damage…. we had to go back and see.
Here is our workers’ account of what actually
happened:
The workers were awaken by incessant banging on their
room doors and shouts of ” fire, fire.”. They saw the big
fire at the far end near to the trees and the fire was
already licking the top of the trees. The strong wind was
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blowing the fire towards the timber.
They formed human chain to gather water to put out the
fire near the hut which housed the sawing machine, but
the fire was too strong and forced them back.
Someone had called the fire brigade and two fire engines
came. However due to overloading of timber in the store,
there was hardly any space for the fire engine to go
through the gate to reach the fire which was about 80 feet
away.
Helpers from nearby helped to pull the hose through the
pile of timber to put out the fire, but was hampered by low
water pressure. They had to send one fire engine to pump
water from another fire hydrant.
As the fire started to lick and scorched the hut, “the strong
wind suddenly changed course” and blew the fire into the
trees thus burning the grass and dry leaves and the
unwanted rubbish pile of wood.
When we arrived home at about 4.30pm on Sunday,
what we saw was unbelievable. Our store and timber
remained the same as they were. Only the little hut was
half burnt. The newly sawn timber were scorched at the
tips but not burnt. The machine was intact but needed
checking because of the intense heat. The big timber at
the side of the rubbish heap was intact. The trees with
overhanging dry leaves nearby stayed untouched. Only the
rubbish heap of unwanted timber and the trees beyond the
store were burnt to the ground. Everyone was thankful for
the change in direction of the wind. Was it God taking
control? Did He hear our cry for help? Absolutely!!
Without a doubt we knew God had heard us. With
us so far away wanting to do His work, we knew God
would take charge of the situation and He did. We were
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very thankful that the workers were safe and none of our
good timbers were burnt. We were also thankful for the
people who saw the fire and helped the firemen put out
the fire. We are all loved by God and He has our best
interests at heart.
“Be at rest once more, O my soul for the Lord has
been good to you: (116:7) TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
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Serving in the Worship and
Music Ministry
By Chia Wing Hong

Pastor Rev. Paul Christie and the LCEC Chairman Bro.
Lim Kah Cheng approached me early part of 2010 and ask
me to consider the post of Chairperson for worship and
music ministry. My first reaction was I felt truly honoured
as I had not been a member of the Seremban Wesley
Methodist Church for many years. My second reaction was
that I was quite apprehensive of my ability as I did not
have the experience of taking charge of such an important
ministry.
I related this to them but they reassured me that they
had observed me as a worship leader for the past year.
They concluded that I had the necessary qualities and dedication to take this ministry to greater heights. They reasoned that my age made it comfortable for the youth and
the adults to approach me in any discussions with regard
to changes or improvements in the worship items. They
reassured me that the past chairperson, Sis. Jaime Tan,
the MYFers and MSFers will strongly support me. With
such encouragement, I found it difficult to refuse, and said
that I would try my level best and I would pray about it. I
gave them a positive reply on December 2008.
My objectives are namely:
1.
To rope in more members of the church to take an
active role in the services. There is a pool of God given talented people who can contribute to make our
church services more meaningful. The upgrading of
the musical equipments and facilities must be met to
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attract the youths to come and participate.
2. More workshops in training musicians as enablers is
essential to improve the skills and raise the standard.
3. To find ways and means (to formulate) to merge hymns
and choruses so that the congregation which consists
of the young and old can be united in worship.
The co-operation I receive so far exceeds my
expectations. Thanks be to God for paving the way for me
to be able to get the whole LCEC, the MSFers and MYFers
and many of the young adults who are in KL to sacrifice
the weekends to assist in the Sunday worship. The results
are most encouraging now and the worship has become
more meaningful and the congregation is responding to
the services most appropriately. They are now singing
from their heart.
I look forward to more suggestions and cooperation as
we move on in worshipping and praising Him.
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My Experience at the Baptism and
Church Membership Course
By Ir Loh Mun Kin

I had not gone to any church for a
long time. I started to attend church services
regularly since 2008. I began to be a regular
worshiper since the birth of my twins in May
2009. I enjoy the Sunday services and
always look forward to the next one. I also joined the Mica
Care Group where I enjoy the Christian fellowship and Bible studies on Thursdays.
Initially I did not place any importance on the need
for me to be baptized. I had always thought of it as only
symbolic. However, as my understanding of the Bible
deepened and through some personal experiences I
became fully convinced that I should be baptized as soon
as possible. At the end of 2009 I approached Pastor Paul
S. Christie and told him that I would like to be baptized.
Mr. A. Kovalan, whom I met at the Micah Care Group,
enlightened me further on the importance and need for
baptism.
I then attended a regular Baptism and Membership
class conducted in the church. For the benefit of anyone
seeking baptism and membership, I will definitely
recommend the course conducted by our Methodist
Church. Pastor Paul told me that this course would help
me lay a strong foundation for my spiritual growth and it
has been true. Everyone who attends this receives a copy
of the manual “Foundation: A Manual for Christian
Growth”. This is the text book used throughout the course.
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - September 2010
PAGE

40

It is also free for those attending the course. It is a MUST
-READ manual for all who seek baptism and membership
within the Methodist Church. It is well written and
structured. Of the many things that I have learned during
the course, let me point out a few.
In chapter 1, I learned that God created us human
beings so that we may have FELLOWHIP with Him. The
Bible also defines sin as DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD’S
COMMANDS. In chapter 2, I discovered that the Bible is
the written Word of God. The author and source is God
Himself.
I found out in Chapter 3 that nothing is
impossible for God. (Luke 1:37). Chapter 4 says that ‘Jesus
is the Way, the Truth and the Life’. (Jn. 14:6). This chapter
also says that Christ died for our sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous and to bring us to God. (1
Peter 3:18).
In the chapter on The Holy Spirit (Chapter 5), it
talks about the Counselor, the Holy Spirit and that it has
been sent to us to teach us all things and to remind us of
everything that Jesus has taught us. (Jn. 14:26). In
Chapter 7 we see the importance of the two sacraments
and their meaning in the church and in our personal lives.
We learn how to grow in our faith in Chapter 9, while
chapter 10 talks about our Methodist heritage and the
development of the church.
I strongly urge anyone who is seeking baptism to
attend this course. I have benefitted a lot and I am sure
you will too. The course has led me to a better
understanding and strengthening of my faith. My face-toface interaction with the moderators during the course has
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helped me capture the facts more firmly. My personal
learning curve has progressed rapidly as the moderators
are very knowledgeable.
Finally, I would like to thank all the moderators for
their dedicated and good service. Glory be to God.

Run For The Nation (RunNat) is a single
morning running event that sees Christians
praying as they run throughout selected areas in
the city where the event is held. The Runners are
grouped into teams and each Team is required to
cover a 5km run of a preselected route passing
by homes, schools, commercial areas, government buildings, religious sites and other places of
interest. WMCS participated in the Seremban leg
on 22 May 2010 at
5am in the morning
with five runners:
Ben, Joash, Advaita,
Theresa, and ChowBoi,
a nd
ma ny
supporters.
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Celebrating The Life and Legacy of
Dawn Parry
By Carol Yoong (nee Chong Ngiat Ming)

Dawn Ngui (Mrs Dawn Parry) was a former pupil of
the Seremban Anglo-Chinese School. This was her school
from Standard One to Form Five. She was a brilliant girl
throughout her school years. It is very sad that we read
about her passing away on 19 th April 2010. Her father was
Mr. Ngui Choon Jin. He was the headmaster of ACS at
one time.
Dawn was an active member of Wesley Church Seremban. She was a good pianist and she served as a
church pianist for several years. Without fail, rain or shine,
Dawn would be at the 6pm church service every Sunday.
After Form Five, Dawn went to University of Singapore for
further studies. She completed her BA Honours (History)
and Diploma in Education and taught in the Sultan Ibrahim
Girls School in Johore Baru.
Dawn was active in the MYF
during her year in Form Five. She was
always ready to lead in games and
singing.
Dawn was highly respected as a
headmistress of her school. She was
known for her drive in making her
school an outstanding one. The alumni of SIGS are preparing a
memorial to celebrate her life and legacy
sometime in September 2010.
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Although Dawn left Seremban many years ago, we
former classmates and friends will always the fond memories we have of her.

Dawn
New

Parry a woman of grit and determination
Straits
Times,
Apr
24,
2010

JOHOR BARU: Her name is synonymous with the Sultan
Ibrahim Girls' School (SIGS) here for her notable achievements as
its headmistress of 28 years. For Tokoh Guru Dawn Parry was
known for her drive in propelling the school to distinction.
Parry, who died last Monday of multiple-organ failure at the age
of 77, was responsible for the numerous successes in
inter-school quizzes, debates, poetry-reading, dance and
oratorical contests. On many occasions it did Johor proud by
emerging tops at national- level competitions like the choral
festival championship in 1969, the first brass band competition
in 1980 and software (educational) writing competition in 1991.
As her students would attest, Parry had never insisted on
academic excellence alone, pushing them to excellence in sports
and the performing arts as well. Keeping pace with her was a
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challenge for she often made them think outside the box long
before it became a motivational mantra.
The school's alumni president Jenny Shabudin described her as
someone who had made a deep impact on her students and "put
SIGS on the map". Former teacher Yao Sum Ling said Parry
inculcated the "muhibah" spirit in the girls and no matter what
background they came from, she spurred them on to get the best
out of them.
"She was inspiring," said former head prefect Tan Sri Zarinah
Anwar, who is now chairman of the Securities Commission, "and
a woman of grit and determination who pushed us beyond what
we thought we were capable of". Another former student, Court
of Appeal judge Zainun Ali said: "She was smart as she was
stylish, fun as she was fastidious, erudite as she was elegant. She
made me understand why one must stand by one's own values."
Parry, who taught English after her retirement in 1987, was an
active member of Johor Speakers' Club and Ikebana
International Johor Baru chapter. She was named Tokoh Guru
in 1991.
Parry is survived by husband Michael Parry, a former
headmaster and Tokoh Guru recipient in 1990, and two
daughters from her previous marriage - Valerie and Adeline
Tan. She was cremated at the Nirvana Memorial Park in Kulai
yesterday.
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Church
Events
2010

September
4th
2nd Southern District Conference
04th-07th,
TRAC Methodist Women Conference
5th
Heritage Sunday
10th —12th
Spiritual Renewal Meeting
17th -19th
TRAC Joint Boards

October
16th
CG Family/Fun Day
23rd
4th CG Leader’s Meeting
24th
MSF Sunday

24th -26th
ICM-SFL (4) Weekend @ Cheefoo
Methodist Centre
25th
5th LCEC Meeting
26th
95th Anniversary Sunday/Luncheon
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Church
Events
2010

November
6th
6th LCEC Meeting
20th - 23rd
35th Session TRAC
23rd - 30th
National Youth Missions

Up Com-

28th
1st Sunday Advent

December
3rd — 5th
Church Forward Planning
25th
Christmas Day
26th - 30th
Youth Quake
31st
New Year’s Watch Night Covenant
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Our Vision:
To be a church without walls

Our Mission:
Loving God, touching lives

www.wesleysban.org.my
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