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Ed
Editing can be hard work, but it is also
educational and enriching. Having to
go through each article in details give
our editorial team an in depth understanding and appreciation of the views
and contents expressed. Much more
than an average reader will experience.

Jesus lived and related to others when
He was on earth. And WMCS can have
no better role model to follow.
So we hope that you will enjoy reading
the articles as much as the joy we have
in putting them together. We pray that
the articles will not only enlighten you
on the outreach work, but they will
touch you and motivate you to support
and encourage the activities and the
people involved.

The satisfaction in editing this Anniversary 2008 issue was extra special. This
is because it has to do with Wesley
Methodist Church Seremban reaching
out, outside the church compound and
beyond the church members, into the
Have a blessed Anniversary.
Seremban community, and across international borders.

Chow Boi

The approach of reaching out varies
from providing financial support, food
and clothing, studying materials, education, to empowerment and confidencebuilding. We thank God for the various
ministries and the dedicated workers
who make the difference. In the process, they bring WMCS closer to our
vision of ‘to be a church without walls’,
and our mission of ‘to love God and
touch lives’.

Editorial

As Dr Lawrence Crabb says, ‘Every day
we ought to move out from our
base…..and say to ourselves: Lord, help
us to reach out and touch someone
deep in their being today, not for the
rewards it brings us in terms of good
feelings, but for the blessing we can be
to them.’ This is the way in which
PAGE
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THANK YOU, LORD!
Rev. Paul Christie
Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

Pastor’s Message

In celebrating our Church’s 93rd Anniversary, I would like to share
some of my pastoral thoughts on the general state of our church,
which was reported in the recent 2 nd Local Conference and 2nd
District Conference.
Firstly, we thank God for His unending love, His continuous blessings and His faithful guidance upon the ministry, mission and life of
Wesley Methodist Church, Seremban. Whenever we face great obstacles, difficult and confused situations, we thank the Almighty
God for enabling us to overcome every one of these trying
situations with His wisdom and strength.
Secondly, as we celebrate our Church’s 93rd anniversary on 21st
September, let us be reminded that our goals for the coming years

are to be a ‘beacon of light’ in Seremban town, to be a Church that moves forward
in reaching out to the unchurched, to be Christ-like, to deepen our passion for
God, to be rooted in the Word of God, to cultivate a devotional and prayer life, and
to build a strong and healthy ‘koinonia’ (fellowship) among members, family, and
others.
Thirdly, the worship attendance from January to August 2008 is growing, with an
average of 208 worshippers. Most Sunday mornings, we have new visitors
attending our worship service, and that’s indeed good news. Our membership roll
continues to increase from year to year (at present it stands at 351 members), and
by God’s grace, by the end of the year, we should have at least 10 new members.
Fourthly, we thank God for the ten years of God’s faithfulness in the outreach
work of Pusat Berdikari Seremban (PBS). This ministry has grown tremendously in
the recent years, and credit should be given to the Management Committee headed by Mr. Peter Yew (Chairperson), the staff (Mrs. Betsi Komar and Mr. David
Leong), and all volunteers who have served faithfully in building and establishing
this caring ministry to those with learning disabilities. Personally, what moved my
heart most is that six of our trainees have moved on from our centre to work in
the Giant Supermarket and Guardian Pharmacy outlet (Ying Heng, Yoga and Poh
Leong are in Giant Terminal One, Shiraz and Khairi in Giant Ampangan and Mee
Ling in Guardian Pharmacy Terminal One). I was informed by Betsi and David
Leong that all of them are doing very well in their respective jobs. This is indeed a
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blessed testimony and a great witness of
our centre to the community.
In conjunction with ten years of PBS
ministry, we had a memorable 10th
Anniversary PBS Sunday on 29th June,
the guest speaker was Rev. Ong Hwai
Teik who graced the occasion; an enjoyable and eventful 10th Anniversary Fund
Raising Dinner with Ms. Francissca Peter
as our guest singer; and the launch of
the PBS partnership program. In expansion of this outreach ministry, PBS has been
registered under the Registrar of Societies Negeri Sembilan as “Persatuan Berdikari
Seremban Negeri Sembilan” (PBSNS) on 5th April 2008, a historical date. While
PBSNS is a registered society, it is still connected to the church through its membership and management.

Development and Bonding Retreat, which was held on 23 rd to
24th August, at Genting View Resort. It was packed with programs for the teachers to learn, to brainstorm, to fellowship,
and to have fun. The retreat speaker was Mrs. Loke King Lang
who shared on the topic, ‘Being a Role Model’.
Evangelism – The Korean Evangelistic Musical Team concert was
held on 28th June in Church. According to those attended, it was
an uplifting experience, and many were blessed by the singing
and were ministered to during the altar call.
Deepening Spirituality - The Spiritual Deepening Retreat was held on
2nd to 3rd May 2008, at STM, and was conducted by Rev. Dr.
Chew Tow Yow (Retreat Director). The purpose of the retreat
was to inculcate intimacy and extended meditative prayer time
with God. Those who attended found this retreat to be a refreshing and renewing time with God.
Prayer - Easter Day of Prayer Chain was held on 22nd March from
8.00am to 4.00pm, at the Church Sanctuary. It was a special
day for the whole Church to come together to pray and intercede for the nation, church, leaders, etc. Many felt that it should

Pastor’s Message
Pastor’s Message

Fifthly, we also thank God for the different types of growth that we experience in
our Church’s ministries. Let me highlight some of the ministries:
Care Groups – the nurturing and training of CG leaders, the strong bonding and
edification among the respective CG members, and discipleship and spiritual
growth to all members.
Church School – The Church School recently organized the Teachers and Helpers
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be a yearly Church event.

Pastor’s Message

I am thankful to God for the members of the Local Church Executive
Committee, the Pastor Parish Relations Committee, the Pastoral Care
Team and members of the Church for their continuous partnership in
building God’s Kingdom in Seremban. I am indebted to some of our
leaders and members who, despite their busy schedules at work and
family, went to the extent of sacrificing their time and leisure to build
this church for God’s glory.
It is my humble prayer that Wesley Methodist Church, Seremban will
always have a strong team spirit, people-centred ministry, synergy in
ministry, and every leader and member working together in unity to
achieve our church’s vision – to be a “Church without Walls”.
Let me end with this interesting poem that I received recently, written by an anonymous person, it is entitled “This Is My Church”. I pray
that this poem will move and convict your heart personally:

This Is My Church
It is composed of people just like me.
It will be friendly if I am.
It will do a great work if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many causes if I am generous.
It will bring others into its fellowship if I bring them.
Its seats will be filled if I fill them.
It will be a church of loyalty and love, of faith and service.
If I who make it what it is, am filled with these,
Therefore, with God’s help, I dedicate myself to the task of being
All these things I want my Church to be.
“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain” – Psalm
127:1
Praise God from Whom all blessings
flow in 93 years of Wesley Methodist
Church Seremban.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Paul, Gladys, Silas and Lucas
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The Book of Revel aon –
God’s End Time Plan Unveiled
George Emmanuel
There can be confusions and divisions regarding the Book of
Revelation. Great Bible scholars who have studied for many years
have built theories and various interpretations on the scriptures.
Some Christians feel that the Book of Revelation was too
complicated and too difficult to understand. They rely on someone
else’s interpretation, instead of studying by themselves and receiving the inspiration and revelation from God.
The Book of Revelation is not a book of doom or gloom. It is a book
of great victory and triumph. During times of trials and persecution,
we see saints emerged victorious by the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their testimony (Rev 12:11), we see the conquering Christ
coming back with the saints for the final overthrow of Satan (Rev
19:11-12), we see the saints taking their place at the marriage

supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:6-9). We see the saints ruling and reigning with Christ
for a thousand years (Rev 20:6), we see a New Jerusalem descending out of heaven and God dwelling among His people (Rev 21:1-3).
Revelation is a book of encouragement. The churches had been going through
times of great tribulations and persecution. John referred to himself as a “brother
and companion in tribulation” (Rev 1:9).
Lord Jesus unveiled God’s end time plan to John,
and instructed him to “testify” all these things to
the churches (Rev 22:16) as an encouragement to
endure, and to give them a glimpse of the ultimate glory and victory ahead.
God is a God of purpose, plan, design and objectivity (Eph 1:10). He never intended that the
church be divided, the Christians be confused or
that the Book of Revelation remained a mystery to
His people.
The events that are happening on earth today are
not by chance. God has a master plan which He
developed from the very beginning of time. He
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - Sept. ‘08

knows exactly what will happen and He has revealed His end time plan to us.
The Lord Jesus gives a revelation of His end time plan so that His servants – you and
I – can know the things He is going to bring to pass. God does not want His people
to be fearful or in a state of confusion regarding on what will happen upon the earth
before Christ returns. He has unveiled His end time plan to us through His Word. He
has unveiled His end time plan so that we will know and be prepared.
A seven-fold blessing is pronounced upon those who read, hear and keep the things
that are contained within this revelation
First beatitude - Rev 1:3
Second beatitude - Rev 14:13
Third beatitude - Rev 16:15
Fourth beatitude - Rev 19:9
Fifth beatitude - Rev 20:6
Sixth beatitude - Rev 22:7
Seventh beatitude - Rev 22:14
The revelation and prophecies contained in the Book of Revelation were given not
only to comfort, strengthen and encourage believers in the first century A.D. but to
reveal the great final victory God has planned for us and to prepare us for Christ’s
coming.

Today Christ is walking among His churches and is preparing His
bride for His coming. By His spirit, He is stirring us out of our complacency. He is calling us to repent from sin, bringing us to a new,
stronger position of dedication and commitment and is releasing a
fresh anointing of His spirit upon us.
When we take the ‘mask off’, we may see that some churches in
their present conditions seem not yet ready for Christ’s return. His
coming is for a strong, victorious church that is clothed in His righteousness, and in His power and authority to fulfill His will upon the
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - Sept ‘08

TheBook
BookofofRevelation
Revelation
The

Here at the very beginning of time revelation, John gave us the
divine promise of Christ’s return to the earth. This truth is the great
hope and expectation of all true believers today. The death and
resurrection of Christ and the promise of this second coming are
the foundation and hope of the church. They were a great source
of strength to the early church, and are even more so for us today
as we move into the final moments of time before Christ’s return.
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earth.

The
TheBook
BookofofRevelation
Revelation

By His spirit, Christ, who is walking among His churches today, is
speaking to us. He is calling us to deny and crucify our fleshly desired and passion, instead of allowing them to control us. We cannot
afford to listen to anyone who says it is all right to indulge our flesh
and live according to the dictates of our carnal fleshly nature and
still walk in close communion with God, and be pleasing to Him
(Roman 8:8)
The time is at hand, beloved. By His spirit, Christ is calling us to
take a strong stand to separate ourselves from the things of this
world that would draw us away from Him. The time has come when
a line is being drawn between “side line compromisers” i.e. those
who have compromised with the world and those who are consumed with a desire to follow Christ, regardless of the cost.
Now is the time for us to prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming, by
crucifying those worldly desires, and separating ourselves from the

things of the world that are drawing us away from our wholehearted commitment
to Christ.
The churches today are challenged by the secular world. The hearts of God’s people are being drawn away by the lusts of the flesh. Many people are preoccupied
with ease, prosperity and pleasure. Things which were once rejected by the church
are now pressuring to be accepted. Satan has built strongholds of sexual immorality, rock music, violence and the occult within the minds of our children. If not
careful, Christians may be conditioned to become indifference toward immorality
and sin.
What we must do now is to recognize those areas, repent and get rid of every
trace of compromise. As our hearts are cleansed, our minds must also be cleansed
of all its old thoughts and attitudes. Christ is coming for a bride who is holy,
‘without spot or blemish’. God is calling for total surrender, for total separation of
our entire beings unto Him.
What is our spiritual condition like? We can improve it by:
Developing and maintaining a vital, ongoing ‘first love’ relationship with Christ
(Matt 22:37)
Being continually renewed and restored in our mind (Rom 12:2)
Abiding in the Word (John 15:4-10)
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Acting on what we hear (James
1:22-25)
Let us ask God to anoint our eyes
so that we can see, by His spirit,
our true spiritual condition and
see the signs of the end times.
Many have heard about Jesus but
have no personal relationship with
Him. Surrender to the Lord Jesus
Christ today as Savior and Lord of
your life. Follow Him with all your
heart and He will never disappoint
you. Do it now and don’t postpone it. Say out loud: “Lord Jesus come into my life
and save me from my sins and make me a child of God forever. I repent and confess my sins. I believe and confess that you died and rose again that I may be
saved. Thank you for saving me. I am now a new creation in Christ Jesus”.

The Book of Revelation
The Book of Revelation

God bless you.
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A Timely Transion
Peter Yew

In watching a relay team
in
action
you
will
appreciate the manner
one runner passes on the
baton to the next runner.
Passing the baton smoothly and in a timely manner
is crucial to a team’s success in winning the race.
The speed both runners
are running is also important: the receiving runner cannot run faster than
the retiring runner. The
leading team can lose out
should the baton slip off
the hand of either runner,
or the baton is
passed on too early or too late in the
leg.
Timing is the key to a successful
transition.
The changing of hands from church-run
Pusat Berdikari Seremban (PBS) to the
legally registered society, Persatuan
Berdikari Seremban Negeri Sembilan
(PBSNS) is like that of a relay team
passing the baton. As a member of the
team that worked to see the transition
took place as smoothly as possible, I
have to admit that whatever man

proposes, God disposes. It is with great
admiration that I accord to God the full
credit of helping us to pass the baton in
such a timely and happy manner.
Two years ago no one would have
predicted what was to take place this
year. At that time we in PBS were very
much into dealing with the day to day
issues of making the centre run as best
as it could, delivering skills training to a
group of slow learners whom we have
become accustomed to. We were not
looking at changing identity.
Two years later, after working on
registering PBS to become a society,
with the blessing of the church
leadership and the local conference,
PBSNS became a reality on 5 th April
2008 when it was officially registered. It
was a timely and meaningful transition
since we were preparing to celebrate 10
years of caring ministry at PBS. The
registration of PBSNS means that it will
take over the work of PBS during the
year. From 2009 onward PBS will cease
to exist but PBSNS will find ways to
bring its work to newer heights, and to
justify its inheritance of this noble work
started by the church 10 years ago.
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From small Beginnings To ...
Anne Cherian
As its name off slowly and is now a major source of
suggests, the revenue with the more artistic trainees
aim of the making cards for sale. The fact that
Persatuan they are paid is an added incentive for
them.
Berdikari

Seremban

The trainees started with the job of
packing straws, definitely not an
awe
-inspiring task! However, they learned to
count, learned co-ordination and other
skills, which we “normal” people take
for granted. Slowly other activities were
added with volunteers teaching simple
maths, reading, writing their names,
identifying their home
addresses and
hopefully, their phone numbers. Many
of them did not have a clue about
“simple” things like these. Perseverance
has paid off and many now look forward
to their reading & writing sessions and
proudly display their written work.

have been very helpful
in
teaching discipline
and
cooperation.
Volunteers
also
teach
simple basic cooking skills
like making fried rice,
soups and other simple
dishes.
Some of the
trainees have even tried
out these dishes on their
own at home!

The lighter side of PBS
training is the dancing.
Every week they learn to
dance to music and their
success in this area was
As the years progressed, new vocational obvious at out anniversary
skills were introduced. Card making took
dinner when
PAGE
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From Small Beginnings To...

Baking is another area in which we
is to make the have progressed by leaps and bounds.
trainees
as From not being able to differentiate bereliant
as tween a spoon & a fork, a number of
possible
them can now bake a variety of cakes
through proper training.
and bread and even do simple icing.
Sale of cakes brings profit for the centre
In the formative years, the task of and income for the trainees. Even the
running the centre was by no means “slowest of slow” can now make cup
easy for staff & volunteers as we were cakes. Baking is not just about making
all very ‘new’ in this and found it very cakes but also about the importance of
challenging as well as frustrating. cleanliness, use of various utensils,
However, I believe God had already washing up and putting them back in
‘okayed’ this project and He walked with their proper place.
us all the way, sending His skilled people
to train and encourage us.
Card making and baking
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they danced their way into
everybody’s heart.

… To Great Things

Every trainee in PBS,
however difficult he or she
may be, is special in the
eyes of our Lord Jesus. As
such, speaking lowly of
them or abusing them
would
be
extremely
displeasing to Him.
…

To

Things.
Five of our trainees are now employed
in Giant Supermarkets and one at
Guardian Pharmacy in Seremban.
Indeed, we have come a long way!
All praise & thanks to Jesus Christ.

Great
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PBS takes a

GIANT

Step to Giant Supermarket
On 5 July Pusat Berdikari Seremban
celebrated it’s 10 anniversary and at the
same time it evolved into Persatuan
Berdikari Seremban Negeri Sembilan.
There was much merriment which
culminated in a fund raising dinner at
Restoran Min Kok where 820 diners
were entertained by Francessca Peter.
It was an evening we will remember for
a long time.

Linda Toh

In July 2008, PBS was pleasantly
surprised when Giant management sent
some officers to interview our trainees.
Ten trainees were interviewed and seven passed the test. After their
successful medical check up on 22 July,
Mei Ling began work at Guardian
Pharmacy, Poh Leong, Chong and Yoga
at Giant Supermarket at Seremban
Terminal One, and Khairi and Shiraz at
the Giant at Ampangan. This
employment opportunity given by Giant
was indeed a giant step for PBS. For a
long time both the supervisors and
volunteers at PBS were hoping that
someone would come and offer our
trainees a job and our prayers were
answered. Thank you,
Giant supermarket. You
have made our dreams
come true.

Pusat Berdikari Seremban which had
its humble beginnings a decade ago
aimed at paving the way for learning
disabled adults aged 18-40 years old to
a better future. Berdikari means to be
able to berdiri dengan kaki sendiri,
i.e., to be independent. So the trainees
started with putting straws in to plastic
bags and then learn to seal them. They
were paid five ringgit for the 1000 bags
that they packed. The two full time
supervisors and 18 volunteers expanded It would be far from the
their curriculum.
truth if we say that all are
plain sailing. On the one
Fast forward to present day, the hand, we were proud and
trainees are able to make greeting happy that six of our
cards, book marks, bake cakes and trainees were gainfully
cookies, also to fry rice. Socially they employed (one trainee
are taught etiquette, and when at PBS declined the offer). On the
they work as if they are in an office other hand we were
environment. There are clocking in and worried for them. Will they
out, lunch break and comradeship be able to cope with the
amongst other things. PBS is a second outside world? Would the
home to the trainees and they dread working hours be too long?
the weekends and holidays when PBS is Would their colleagues at
closed.
the workplace ”manja”
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Need I say any more? With God’s grace
PBS has taken a giant step at Giant
supermarket. The supervisors
and
volunteers are so encouraged by our six
trainees and we are spurred on to train
the remaining 19 of our trainees so that
someday somewhere in the near future
they too will make a giant step and be
Today I am happy to report that the gainfully employed.
trainees are doing better than we
anticipated. They love their new found Church members can also do their part
job and responsibility. Apart from mild by saying hello to our trainees when
hiccups like being very tired after a they shop at Giant. Do continue to
day’s work and one being sick, the rest
uphold PBS in your prayers that we will
took it in their stride. When I last saw
Khairi and Shiraz at Giant Ampangan continue to be successful in our
the supervisors there were making endeavours.

Giant
GiantStep
Step

them like we do when they
are at PBS? Many doubts
and questions clouded our
minds. Like parents, we
became anxious for our
trainees whom we have
nurtured for so long.

arrangements to bring them to the bank
to open an account so that their salary
can be remitted. Yes, they passed their
training period with flying colours and
are now confirmed employees.
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Berdikari!
Berdikari!
Berdikari!

The Date: 21st July 2008
The Time: 9.00am
The Place: PBS Centre
The Target: Five trainees in
white shirts and dark pants
The Reason: Preparing to leave
for Giant and Guardian on job
placement.
This is indeed a watershed day for the
trainees, their parents and ourselves. It
was a long awaited day in the history of
PBS. Although we had previously
attempted to send out one or two
trainees for job placements, it was
unsuccessful, partly because we and the
trainees were ill-prepared and partly
because the employers did not have
appropriate recruitment and training
programmes designed for disabled
employees.

Peter Yew

GCH Retail, the company that operates
Giant supermarket and Guardian
pharmacy chains, had a
goal to recruit disabled
employees as part of
their corporate social
responsibility. On 10th
April this year, Mr. Nesan
of the company gave a
presentation of what
GCH Retail offer to
qualified candidates from
PBS. Many hands went
up
expressing interest
to leave PBS to work
outside. It was a
touching moment to see
some of our trainees
‘grew up’ to want to
leave the ‘nest’.

PAGE
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - Sept ‘08

16

Berdikari

PAGE

17

In the subsequent months, prior to the anniversary celebration, human resource officers
from the company visited us
and
interviewed a select
group of trainees identified by
us. Then at the 10th anniversary
dinner on 5th July seven of
them, including an ex-trainee,
were selected for
induction
training at the Giant supermarket and Guardian pharmacy at
Terminal 1 shopping mall. Unfortunately, one of the selected
could not join the training as
her parents have reservation
on her
transportation but she
will be reconsidered for another
recruitment drive by GCH Retail.
All of them passed their medical
examination and were very
excited to be able to find work

in a familiar place they are happy to be associated with. Upon
completing their training we
were informed that ALL have
been given employment at a
salary and terms of service no
lesser than normal employees.
Praise God!
Indeed,
we can shout
‘Berdikari! Berdikari! Berdikari’
to celebrate the achievement of
these six trainees. For the record they are Yoga, Shiraz,
Khairi, Chong, Mee Ling and
Poh Leong. They have created
history not just for themselves
but also for us in PBS. The vacancies created after they left
will avail
opportunities for
other slow learners to come to
us for job related training.

Service for the Needy
Rosebud Rebecca Backus

The motto for the Social Concerns bus fare, subsidies for house rental, etc.
ministry is ‘service for the needy’. This to various families and children who
we do in terms of providing food, need such help.
clothing, books, paying of tuition fees,
The Journey - Newsletter of Seremban Wesley - Sept. ‘08

To help us with a better understanding
of what the real areas of needs, and
effective support, we do a I-I-D:
Identify a case, Investigate, and
then Do the needful.

Visiting Vinashini and Rhema
Homes – bringing to them the message
of Christmas.

Visiting schools – helping the needy
and deserving students with ‘hot meals’,
books, dictionaries, financial aid. Some
The resources (mostly money, time, examples of the school students
and things) are drawn from
receiving help are from Anglo Chinese
(1)
the Needy Fund from Wesley School, Methodist High School, and
Methodist Church Seremban
Lobak Tamil School.
(2)
generous and benevolent givers
(3)
leveraging on the resources and Visiting the sick – praying and
capabilities of other welfare encouraging the patients while in
organizations. In particular, we hospitals and also at homes.
attend to the physical and
material needs of the needy in Counseling – listening to problems of
our society.
the affected persons, empathizing, and
where appropriate provide suggestions
and clarity to help the persons
concerned to take constructive actions.
Giving a helping hand to the
victims of natural disasters – for
examples, 285 educational
kits and health kits were
sent to the flood victims in
Johore.
Collection of good used
clothes and other items
for jumbo sales to raise
funds. We work closely
with the youths and
mission committees.

Service for
for the
the Needy
Needy
Service

To make the service meaningful, where
appropriate, there is a set of guidelines
we follow on the timeframe:
(1)
help is given until the person is
able to support himself/herself, or
the help is not required anymore,
(2)
help will continue as long as the
person genuinely needs our help
(3)
one-off help especially in those
cases of emergencies.
The idea is to provide support to the
immediate needs of these less fortunate
people, while encourage them to look
forward to the opportunities ahead, so
that they are motivated to be better
and productive people in the shortest
possible time.

Fund
ra is ing
Some examples of our activities are campaigns – help in
listed below:
providing manpower and
the sales of tickets
Visiting families – to see to their
needs and to view the situation in their I wish to thank Pastor Paul
homes. An example was a number of Christie, my committee
families in Temiang with extreme members (Mrs Eileen Yee,
financial difficulties.
PAGE
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Service
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Mrs Lili Tan, Mr Michael Goh,
Mr Benedict Nesaraj, Ms Kong
Su May, Ms Angeline Jiwa,
Mr Albert Gan), the volunteers,
and all the benevolent givers for
their support, tireless energy
and encouragement given in all
the projects undertaken todate.

being around.
We plan to expand
services to include:

These people’s hearts are for
the needy, and they have devoted part of their time and lives to
care for others, just as the Lord
has provided abundantly for us
and our families.
It is
everyone’s right to have
sufficiently and to be happy.
We continue to look for more
members to come forward to
help, not just in financial terms,
but with your time and for just

Do something, somewhere, now.
Each small step taken leads to a
bigger step. Please help us to
raise the awareness on the social
concerns ministry and its impact
on the lives of the needy, and
contribute to making a difference
and changes in their lives, for
the better.

our

(1) computer classes, and
(2) free tuition for those
students weak in certain
subjects.

First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out,
because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out
because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out
because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't speak up
because I was a Protestant.
Then they came for me, and there was no one left to speak for me.
by Pastor Martin Niemoller
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God’s Work in Tadika Methodist Seremban
Tan Geok Wah

On March 1997 I received a call from
the then LCEC Chairman Mr Mong Yoon
Weng offering me the post of Head
Teacher of Tadika Methodist Seremban.
It caught me by surprise, being a
person who is by nature diffident.
Initially, I laughed and told myself “Me?
Oh no, I am not fit to step into such a
post”. But being a devote Christian and
my passion for nurturing kids, I turn to
God for an answer through prayers as
this is going to be a major milestone in
my career.
I then took the big leap of faith and
started work on 1st April 1997. The total
enrolment for the two classes was 41
and there were two other teachers to
assist me. In spite of my 12 years of
experience as a kindergarten teacher, I
struggled, and it did not help that I was
a private, rather timid and quiet person.
I was filled with negative thoughts: that
I might not be able to carry out the
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responsibilities entrusted on me, and I
might even cause the downfall of TMS!
I turned to fervent prayers and sought
quiet time with the Lord, who gave me
so much reassurance and inspirations.
Bible verses from Exodus
4:10-12 and 1 Cor 1:28
lifted up my spirit and kept
me going.
In the early years the
teachers and I worked
exceptionally hard hoping
that the enrolment would
increase quickly. When the
effort did not appear to
make much headway, we
wanted so much to give up
and I even started to
question the Lord. Despair,
disappointment
and
discouragement crept in
and sometimes we felt
lost.
PAGE
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God’s Work in TMS

So, life was not exactly a
bed of roses. Still, I chose
to trust and obey the Him.
It becomes clear that the
Lord brings trials into my
life in order to strengthen
my faith in Him. Though
hard team work and
especially through God’s
blessings, the enrolment
began to grow and it
doubled in 2002. All eyes
were suddenly opened to
see the reality of Gods’
blessings and existence. All
glory and honour to Him.
Let Him who boasts boast
in the Lord 1 Cor 1:31.

Today we have an enrolment of 150
pupils with five classes and 12
teachers. Our accounts are in the Seeds of faith are sown in the hearts
black.
of those young children who attend our
kindergarten as chapel lessons are
During the time when the enrolment conducted once a week. We trust those
was low, I remember I always asked seeds will grow in His time because His
the Lord why He was not blessing my timing is always perfect.
effort. Now, the Lord has spoken and
bless our effort. My fear is that I might I thank God for the opportunity to
not be able to cope with the great serve in this kindergarten ministry as
challenges ahead. All these years I find the Head Teacher and I hope to bring
myself being molded by the Lord into joy, peace and love to all the children
the person He wants me to be. I admit who pass through the corridor of TMS,
the going can be tough at times, but with praise, glory and honour always to
the Lord has toughened me to keep me God.
going. And I know that the Lord will
not test me beyond what I can take.
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REACHING OUT

Lau King Lang

THROUGH TMTU

Tadika Methodist Taman Ujong was
established as an evangelistic/missions
arm of the church. It reaches out to the
parents, students and her neighbourhood
through various ways:A] With open hands. For the past
years, the kindergarten (though not
being able to balance its account) has
helped many students through fees
reduction or 100% exemption so as not
to deny any children who want to come
to TMTU.
B] Through our curriculum. This is
mainly through the weekly chapel
sessions. So far we have covered the

book of Genesis, characters from OT, the
life and ministry of Jesus, and other
topics.
C] Through our extra-curricula
activities. These include Chinese New
Year celebration, the Family Day (‘06 and
‘07), Easter and Christmas celebration,
Mid-Autumn Festival, recycling campaign,
and our overnight
Fun
Camp
’08.
These celebrations
were very well attended.
I believed that our effort
has sown the seed of the
Gospel. We continue to
pray for God’s blessings
upon them.
Fun Camp ’08
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Reaching
ReachingOut
OutThrough
ThroughTMTU
TMTU

Easter Treasure Hunt ’08

CNY celebrations ‘08

D] Through our lifestyle. I believed
that maintaining order and being
loving, kind and gentle go hand-in-hand.
There is a time for everything and my
students know this very well. It is our
duty as teachers to instill good values
and it is our joy to see life being transformed in many of our students.

bourhood of TMTU. I am asking God to
help me to persevere on.
The forthcoming celebration will be
Children’s Day cum Kindergarten Sunday
(19/10) and Annual Graduation cum
Concert (1/11). Please remember us in
your prayers and support the ministry
with your presence.

“To teach is to touch lives forever”
sums up my aspiration in reaching out to God blesses you richly. AMEN
the parents, students and the neigh-
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Dr Chan Kook Weng, Chairman MHSS Board

Methodist Education...
Very often we tend to take education
for granted. In Methodist Education, the
fundamental
philosophy
is
to
concentrate on the development of the
whole person through the physical,
intellectual, emotional, social and
spiritual dimensions of the individual.
With such emphasis, the persons will
become instruments of happiness to
themselves and others. They are
nurtured to have reverence for God and
His creation and are prepared to live
harmoniously with their fellow human
beings at all times. The inculcation of
Christian attributes will withstand them
in later life the appreciation of law and
respect of each personhood. Such
holistic education has been the hallmark
of our Methodist Private Schools. The
Methodist
High
School
Seremban
(MHSS) is one such testimony of the
vision, core values and strategy in
providing wholesome education for all
regardless of race, religion, language
and creed.

The school Principal, Mr Chor Swee
Meng and the teachers seek ways and
means to promote the ongoing
development of the students and the
teachers themselves in terms of personal
growth, deepening of the family spirit,
and improvement of the communities
involved in the school. With the strong
support from the Board of Management
Committee Members, all have a role in
enhancing the school ethos of the
characteristic spirit of the school community. To this end the school care and
provide for the less fortunate by
granting scholarships and give up to
50% discount to children of Pastors in
the Christian fraternity. This year we
support two children of
pastors, one in Form I and
the other in Form 6 Lower.
Over the last five years the
student populations at Lower and Upper Sixes were
about 10 students each.
Coming from poor financial
background and with difficulty to paying their fees,
and academic results that
were not good enough for
admission to the government Form 6 schools, MHSS
reach out to them and their
families. The teachers work
hard to guide them, secure
the rapport to touch lives
and
PAGE
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Methodist
Methodist
Education
Education

We want to record our
appreciation to those
students
whose
academic records have
done us proud. The
achievements of MHSS
from 2003-2007 were
shown in the table
below.

love
God.
With
this
approach, every year the
school manages to help
about 40-50% of them to
get results good enough to
enter local government
universities.

Truly regardless of
race,
religion,
language and creed, these students
went on to higher
education at the
various universities in Malaysia. We also
achieved outstanding extra-curricular
activities coming in third in the
Seremban South Inter-District Basketball
competition under 18 Boys in 2004 and

Year

Best SPM Results

Best STPM Results

2003

Fong Mok Shuan-9A, 1B

Kamalantan A/L Muthu -1A, 2B, 2C

2004

Siti Fatimah Abu Bakar-6A, 3B

2005

Nicole Lim Yu-Lane-6A, 3B,1C

Jagdeesh Kaur A/P Mohan Singh-1A,
3B
Calvin Woon Kim Wong-3A,1B

2006

Mohd Hafiz Adly b Adinan- 4A,5B,
2C
Oui Ting Jie- 11A, 1B

2007

2006. In 2007, one of our students, Loh
Kah Choon (Form 5), emerged as Runner-up in the National Youth Judo competition.

Elanggesan A/L Paramasivam -2A, 2B
Hee Heng Lun- 2A, 2B

the Lord in reaching out to the students
and give them a good start in their life
pursuit. We praise and give thanks to be
given this opportunity to serve. To God
be the Glory.

We look forward to continue playing the
role in making MHSS an instrument of
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Su Kovalan

Holistic Education and Outreach
The Methodist Church runs five private
schools in (Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur, Klang,
Seremban and Melaka). The Methodist
High School (MHS) in Seremban,
though under-enrolled, aspires to
impact lives and nation for Christ
through a holistic education. In the
provision of Christian holistic education,
MHS exhibits characteristics of a Christian school.
We provide a safe,
nurturing and stimulating environment
which fosters and affirms Christian
values of personal integrity and love for
God, others, and self.
For a start, Bible Knowledge (BK) is
included into the school curriculum.
For the Forms One, Two and Three
classes, we have Mr. Michael Goh
coming faithfully every Wednesday to
teach them. The Form 1 BK class is
taken by the Senior Assistant. We
welcome assistance in this area and
church members are welcomed to help
in this honorary task.

members, through recommendations of
the pastor. The number of Christian
students is small but through move
interesting program we hope to reach
out to more.
Lastly to add to the Christian ambiance, we have a cross in each of the
classrooms, the hall, the canteen and
the office. There were talks on the
religious significances of Easter, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Palm
Sunday. If we speak in terms of the
church community coming into the
school, this is one avenue for church
members to reach out to Christian
schools such as ours through the
teaching of Bible Knowledge,
the chapel service, the
school’s Family Day and
Open Day. Let us together
help in guiding the future
generation more positively.
In the name of Jesus Christ
through God’s glory.

Methodist Education

Furthermore, the holistic education
includes the spiritual aspect as an
important component. We have the
chapel service every Friday after school
to promote prayer, reflection and
solitude. The Word during these
services has been shared by
the Pastor and Wesley Methodist
Church Members.
We need more
sharing of the Word from more church

PAGE
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A le er from Burma
Pastor Solomon

Dear Friends in Christ.

Ja Khi is one of the evangelists
supported by us. He goes out to the
Thank you very much for remote villages, many of them
taking the time to read dangerous, stays there and spreads the
what God is doing in Bur- Good News of Jesus Christ.
ma.
In the month of August, Ja Khi was able
First of all I would like to to plant one church, and eight families
request you all to pray for made the decisions to accept Christ and
the victims of cyclone
Nargis that blasted Burma
on 3rd May. The disaster
brought both positive and
negative aspects, spiritually
speaking.
The positive
was that our friends in the local churches in Burma were the main group that
helped the victims, sometimes even
much more than the Government and
NGOs from abroad. The local churches
may be poor, but they were rich in
heart. They showed the love of Christ to
the victims.
they were baptized in water.
They were first taught about the power
The negative aspect, in my view, was
of the cross, and all the benefits the
that many Christian leaders believed
believers could receive including eternal
God allowed this disaster to happen
life through Jesus Christ. Many of the
because the Burmese Christians were
new believers are not sure whether they
not praying hard enough, or did not live
are saved or not. They need signs, and
as God wanted them to live. I am sad
our evangelists have to recognize that.
that some Christians believed that. I
The new believers find peace when the
don't believe that God changes us by
baptism is done in water. I figure that
sending disasters. I believe that God is
some believers in Burma don't know that
a good God, and He is always doing
they are saved by Grace through Faith,
good. God is on my side, God changes
not through water.
me by loving me. God is working when
we believe that He is good, and He
When I asked the Christians when were
always does good things.
they saved, some told me they did not
know if they were really saved. Others
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told me the date of the Baptism in the m a de t he de c i si o n t o re c e i ve
water.
Christ. Pastor Judah is my Dad, and he
is also my hero.
I am now in
Over the last few years I was really Switzerland, but my parents are travelhappy that I was able to teach a lot of ing in the most remote and dangerous
Christian leaders in Burma about places, along the Burma-China border
Salvation by Grace through Faith. I to spread the Gospel. I really respect
strongly proclaim Grace and the both my parents. Now is the Monsoon
finished work of Jesus on the cross. I season in Burma. People in Switzerland
told them not to look for how good and and the U.S.A. have little idea what a
strong we ourselves are, rather discover Monsoon rain is. Rain in Switzerland is
and experience how good and strong just a drizzle. The Monsoon rain is really
the God we have.
heavy. If Monsoon rain continues for
months, the mountain slope can
collapse, and this is dangerous.
I asked my dad if he was afraid to die?
He told me no, but he said he could not
die yet, because he still has not finished
the job that God called him to do. And
I asked my mum the same question.
And she told me she was not afraid to
die, but did not want to die just yet
because she wanted to see her two
beautiful granddaughters growing up.

Pastor
Judah and his
wife A Chu,
recently
traveled
to
the BurmaChina border
to
hold
crusades in 4
villages, and
200
people
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I told my Dad that I also
didn't want to die just yet,
and I don't want to go to
places with many bandits
or with many natural
disasters. Because I wan to
be used by God, and to
serve those who are
suffering in Asia.
PAGE

A Letter from Burma
A Letter from Burma

Law Su is another evangelist. Law Su
teaches the Word of God to the new
believers in his home. Notice that they
do not have nice class rooms. They sit
on the bamboo floor and listen.

I am really amazed by my
Dad
and
Mum‘s
commitment to the calling
of God in their lives. They
do the work of God
faithfully, and sacrifice
their lives so that many
other people can come to
know The Savior.
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Please continue to pray for
Pastor Judah and His wife
A Chu.

A Letter from Burma
A Letter from Burma

Yo Na and his evangelistic
team members braved the
Monsoon rain to bring the
Gospel to the villages deep
in the jungle of Burma. We were able to support Yo Na since April this
year. He and his team
have to walk through the
water or swim across the
river. There are few bridges over the many small
and big rivers in Burma. Everyone has to learn
to swim to cross the wild
rivers. In the rivers
and on the road, there is this small
strange creature known as ‘lee chees’.
They are blood suckers, and they can
stay stuck to the human legs for a long
time. I was really surprised in
Switzerland here they have so much.
They even build bridges over places
where there are no rivers. And the
bridges are big enough for cars to
cross.

These two beautiful young girls, Mi Sa
and Ja Tu, were from broken homes and
came to our children home at a very
young age. They have grown up so
much. We thank the Lord that God has
healed the hurts from their past, and
they are being prepared to serve in the
Kingdom of God in the future. I would
like to thank all of you who have
supported our Children Homes, and enable us to touch and change the lives of
many otherwise hopeless children
through the love of God.
This is our family photo taken in
Switzerland, Last Thursday we made a
trip to Luzern. We have never been to a
more beautiful place. My wife suggested
that we should do this more as a family.
But this is secondary to my passion of
staying at home to listen to preaching
recordings, preparing for preaching and
teaching, and writing thank-you letters
to our supporters, update them on our
mission work, and encourage them to
help expand the mission in Asia. So I am
happy that in three weeks time, Rinnah,
myself and our daughters will return to
our home in Thailand/Burma again.
I would like to say thanks to all those
who have faithfully supported our
ministry in Burma. I want to tell you
that God is moving in Burma, and the
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Gospel is being spread everyday in Burma. Your support to our ministry has
made a big difference to the lives of
many people in Burma. I pray to God
for good health and the well being of
your family and your church.

His Servant,
Solomon
www.jesuslovesasia.org
[Pastor Solomon is the contact person
Albert Gan (Chairman, Evangelism)
work with in the mission work in Myanmar]

40 Days of Purpose Campaign 2009

A Call To Prayer
OUT
Thava Ma

Wesley Methodist Church Seremban will be launching the 40
Days Of Purpose (40 DOP)
Campaign in July 2009.

church supporting
our Pastor and the
Campaign Team
as they prepare to
lead us through
this spiritual
journey, not on
their own strength
but totally relying
on the power of
the Holy Spirit.

40 DOP is all about the Kingdom
of God, fulfilling His agenda in
His w orld. Through this
campaign, we hope for a new
spirit of unity, vision and purpose
to sweep through our congregation, enabling each to live that
blessed abundant life in Christ Dear brothers and sisters in
Jesus!
Christ, this is a humble call that
you uphold the campaign and
It is important to have the whole the Team in prayer, whenever
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AACall
CalltotoPrayer
Prayer
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and as often as you can, The 40 DOP Campaign Team
individually and in groups. Leader: Pastor Paul Christie
Director: Lim Kah Cheng
“Unless the Lord builds Prayer Coordinator: Thava Ma
the house, they labour Small Group Coordinators:
in vain who build it” Ting Sia Mooi & Helen Khoo
Psalm 127:1
Ministry/Missions Fair
Coordinators:
Please pray that God will Dr.Lim Seck Ee & Kong Su May
shower upon our church Weekend Service & Celebration
His blessings and power, Sunday Coordinator:
lead and guide the Team in Chia Weng Hong
all their preparations and Communication Coordinator:
ready the hearts of our Yee Chow Boi
members to respond to the
opportunity
to
b e Let us pray earnestly and with
transformed and lifted up! persistence, trust and eager anticipation!
Our God is a mighty God. All things are
possible with Him by our side! Let us call
upon Him now, today and everyday!
“The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in
truth” Psalm145:18

Saved by

Gracee

On 28th June 2008 I was assigned to set
up the audio system in the sanctuary to
prepare for the evening’s musical
evangelistic rally by a team of South
Korean singers who were brought in by
Mrs. Judy Chin of Ipoh Wesley. We had
a very good turnout and there were
much rejoicing and praising from the
congregation. Mr. Paul Beck, a Korean
with Ipoh Wesley, led the worship and
altar calls. The IBG (I Believe in God)
musical band provided an excellent and
spiritually led support to the singers. The
evening ended very well with several

Anthony Wong

people responding to the altar calls.
Nothing could go wrong I thought. I did
not anticipate what happened an hour
later when I was drove three ladies to
the airport for them to catch a flight
back to South Korea. This is the story of
God’s saving grace.
I was in the lead of a convoy of three
vehicles to the airport. It was 10.15pm
and I was 200 meters from the turn off
to the Nilai Toll. The road was well lit
and the weather fine. Suddenly a car
overtook me at great speed and I heard
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The other two vans that followed me
arrived shortly and finding that we were
uninjured, thanked God for saving us
through His grace. The three Korean
lady passengers were transferred to the
vans to be in time for their flight. I
stayed back with my car at the accident
scene and called Pastor Paul and Brother Chow Boi to inform them of the incident. Chow Boi came and helped me to
make a police report and rendered other
assistance to the Singaporean driver
and I.
My car required some major repairs and
was in the workshop for a month. In the
meantime I was grateful to Brother Aw
Kok Hong for loaning me a car to use. I
am also thankful that the Singaporean
driver is willing to compensate me for
the loss of No Claim Discount (NCD)
that I suffer for making the insurance
claim against my own insurer.

Saved by Grace
Saved by Grace

a loud explosion behind me. The rear
passenger door of my car was hit and it
spun twice and hit the divider rail before
coming to a stop. Thankfully there were
no other vehicles following me. I cried
out to God for help and I thanked Him
for delivering all of us in the car from
any harm. The speedy car that struck
mine caught fire but the driver, a
Singaporean National, thankfully
escaped without injury but he lost all his
valuables in the flames.

As I reflect upon this
incident I realize that what
I lost cannot be compared
to what I gained in the
experience. That which I
gained is the fellowship of
caring brothers in Christ
that gave a true meaning
of Christianity, and the
closer walk I have with my
Lord because I can
understand that He has a
purpose for saving me
from harm that night. To
Him I offer all praise and
glory!
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Some
articles
are
evergreen, ever-relevant
and ought to be passed
on, especially if it is
wisdom that comes from
up above. Here are bits
from a brochure I chanced
upon in a church in KL. (I
took the liberty of a little
editing).

Pass It On
Thava Ma

Ten Commandments Of Human
Beauty Hints, At No Relations
Cost
1. Speak to people. There is nothing
For Wrinkled Brows
as nice as a cheerful word of greeting.
Try the well-known cream, 2. Smile at people. It takes 65 musSWEETNESS of TEMPLE. It cles to frown; only 15 to smile.
tones up the facial 3. Call people by name. The
muscles, reduces wrinkles
sweetest music to anyone’s ears is the
and is very uplifting.
sound of his own name.
4. Be friendly and helpful. If you
For The Lips
would have friends, be warm and caring.
Use the marvelous lipstick SILENCE. It is
particularly good for lips that have been 5. Be cordial. Speak with grace and
act as if everything you do were a gendistorted by uncharitable gossip.
uine pleasure.
6. Be genuinely interested in
For Lovely Hands
There’s only one preparation to use. It is people. You can like everybody if you
called GENEROSITY. Get a large size jar. try.
7. Be generous with praise, be
For Facial Tone
cautious with criticism.
Expose the face to the morning air, 8. Be considerate with the feelings
especially between six and eight o’clock. of others. It will be appreciated.
The air on the way to prayer and 9. Be thoughtful of the opinion of
worship is refreshing and uplifting.
others. There are three sides to a
controversy – yours, the other fellow’s,
For Clear Eyes
and the right one.
Exercise faithful care with that tried and 10. Be alert to give service. What
true protective preparation, MODESTY.
counts most in life is what we do for
For the best results we recommend that
others.
you carry it with you wherever you go.
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Recent
Church
Events
1

August/September
Aug 11th - 17th MW
Week of Payer & SelfDenial
Aug 24th CCM Sunday
Sep 20th Fifth LCEC
Meeting
Sep 21st 93rd Church
Anniversary Sunday

April/May

June/July

Apr 9th - 14th TRAC Pastors/
Diaconal Ministers’ School

Jun 8th Methodist Education Foundation Sunday/ Father’s Day/
Children Sunday

Apr 26th MYF Fishing trip
and Lighthouse at Melaka
May 10th Third LCEC Meeting

Jun 28th Korean Missionary Singers

May 11th Mother’s (MW)
Sunday/Pentecost Sunday/
Global Day of Prayer/
National Youth Prayer Day

Jul 5th PBS 10th Anniversary Dinner

May 24th - 27th TRAC MW
Conference

Jul 19th Fourth LCEC
Meeting

Up Coming Events

May 25th Aldersgate Sunday/Call to Ministry Sunday
May 30th - Jun 1st Church
Family Camp
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Up Coming
Church
Events
1

December
Dec 5th – 7th Church
Forward Planning
Dec 9th – 14th Youth
Leadership Development Program
Dec 14th Church
School Christmas Party
Dec 21st – 22nd Christmas Caroling

OCTOBER

November

Oct 10th—12th Spiritual
Renewal Meetings

Nov 8th Sixth LCEC
Meeting

Oct 19th Kindergarten/
Children’s Day

Nov 16th MSF Sunday

th

th

Oct 27 —28 Global
Leadership Summit
2008

Dec 25th Christmas
Day
Dec 31st Watchnight
Service

Nov 22nd – 25th Thirty
Third Session TRAC

Up Coming Events

Oct 31st CG Fun Night
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Our Visioan:
To be a church without walls

Our Mission:
Loving God, touching lives

www.wesleysban.org.my

Wesley Methodist Church stands

high profile church that stands

out as a landmark building in Ser-

ready

emban. Being strategically

salvation

situat-

to

share
to

all

the
who

gift

of

passes

ed next to the Terminal 1 Centre

through the church. Our doors are

which houses the shopping com-

open to anyone who is seeking the

plex and bus terminal, we are a

answer to life. Welcome.
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